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P R E F A C E. 



NOTHING can be more worthy 
of a rational creature, than to en- 
deavour, by every mean in his power, to 
promote the knowledge and pradlice of 
virtue. This is the profefled aim of the 
moralifl: and the divine; and unlefs the 
philofbpher and hiftorian keep this end 
in view, their fpeculations and refearches, 
though they may gratify the curiofity 
natural to the human mind, fail in that 
which is of much greater confcquejace; — 
the imprefling upon it a fenfe of its true^ 
dignity, and exciting in the breaft a de- 
fire of being and of doing good. 

The ftudy of hiftory is very pleafing 

to the generality, and may be made thfe 

vehicle of conveying much of that ufc- 

ful knowledge which renders the heart 

a 2 better. 
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better. Biography is a fpccies of hiftory 
which gives a writer fome peculiar ad- 
vantages, who would teach men to be 
good by examples. The hiftorian mufl 
attend principally to great events, which 
affeft mankind only at large. But the 
biographer may enter into the walks of 
private life, and exhibit charafters in- 
terefting to us as individuals. An ac- 
quaintance with hiftory may enable a man 
to ftiine inconverfation ; but a knowledge 
of biography will tend ijjore to improve 
the heart. Now, to render biography 
pleafing, there ought to be both variety 
and dignity in the aftions of the perfbn 
whofe life is recorded ; without variety 
the reader cannot be pleafed, and unleft 
there be dignity he will be difgufted. 
My ideas of dignity are not, however, 
confined to fuch aftions, as obtain the 
applaufe of the unthinking part of man^ 
kind. In my opinion, that man adts with 
true dignity, who performs all the kind 
and beneficent offices for his fellow crea- 
tures which he poffibly can, and exerts 
himfdf to the very utmoft in doing good. 
Many fuch charafters have exifted, and, 
I hope, do ftill exift ; but few, I believe, 
if any^ will be found to equal him 

whofe 
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whofe life is contained in thcfe flieets^ 
and well deferves to be made known, as 
exhibiting a pattern fit to be propofed for 
general imitation. 

Accounts of kings and conquerors are 
not very intcrefting to the bulk of man- 
kind. Very fe\y are likely to be in fittta- 
tions, which may call for the exercifc of 
the caution to be learned from their 
errors, or to imitate thofe aftions which 
rendered them illuftrious. From llich ac- 
counts, however, many ufeful leflbns may 
be drawn, and that very important one 
amongft others, the duty of contentment 
in a lower llation. Thofe who are a 
little converfant with hiftory, will learn 
that dignity and power, however juftly 
acquired, are conftantly attended with 
numberlefs cares ; and if injuftice and 
tyranny, or artifice and fraud have been 
ufed to obtain them, every friend to 
virtue abhors or defpifes the hero and 
the prince, and learns to be happy in 
obfcurity, and to reft fatisfied though con- 
fined to the humbler duties of private 
and domeftic life. To read of men who 
have' diftinguifhed themfelves by their 
genius, their learning, and their applica- 
. tion is very pleafing j and when thefe 
a 3 talents 
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talents have been employed in the fervicc 
of mankind, and doing good appears to 
have been more their defire than the 
acquifition of fame, the honeft and up^ 
right of every degree bpth love and 
reverence their names and memories. 
But to that, which, in an hiftorical view, 
is their chief ornament few can afpire. 

Mr. FirmiiTs excellencies, though of the 
moft exalted kind, were yet fuch as all 
may imitate. It was not by the help of 
extraordinary knowledge in any art or 
fciencc, that he attrafted high efteem 
from fo many of his contemporaries of 
great note and eminence ; he gained 
honourable fjme by a diligent application 
to bufrnefs, a prevailing inclination to do 
good, and a ferious attention to the pre- 
cepts of our holy religion. His foul was 
caft in a fine mould, and ever influeiiced 
by the laws and by the example of Jefus ; 
all the worthy difpofitjons of his mind 
rofe tothe higheft degree of improvement, 
and in him we may fee to what dignity 
and honour a tradefman can attain, with- 
out being ever elevated above that rank. 

The principal fonrce of my informa- 
tion, with refpeft to the particulars I 
have related, has been a former life of 

this 
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this worthy man^ intitled 7he JJfe of 
,Mr* Thomas Fir mi m^ late Citizen of London, 
written by one of his mojl intimate acquain- 
tance. The fame was publifhed in 1698^ 
which was within a year after Mr. Firmin's 
death. Intimate acquaintance are often- 
times partial, but there is not the leaft reafon 
to doubt the truth of the leading ?,£tions of 
Mr- Firmin'is life, (ince they were of pub- 
lic notoriety, are confirmed by contempo- 
rary hiftorians, by authentic records, and 
have been again and again related in va- 
rious biographical worksof thehigheft re- 
pute and authority. The original life has 
been long out of print andisbecome icarce^ 
thofc who have feen it will, unlefs I am 
deceived, think with me, that Mr. Fir- 
min*s public fpirited and beneficent ac- 
tions may be related in a more regular, 
perfpicuous and ftriking manner, than is 
iionc in the account given of them by his 
friend. I am at the fame time fully con- 
vinced, that my attempt falls very ftiort 
of doing juftice to the fubjeft: but un- 
til a better hiftory of Mr. Firmin*s life 
be publifhed, I hope that this, however 
impcrfefl;, will not be entirely ufelefs, as it 
may be a meai>s of bringing feme few at 
leaft inta an acquaintance with a cha- 
a 4 rad:er 
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rafter which dcfcrves to be univerfally 
known* 

If the fliort hiftories which arc here 
given of fome eminent pcrfons (hould ap- 
pear, to any readers, not fufficiently con- 
nefted with the principal delign of this 
work, yet I hope fuch will not be feverc 
in their cenfares. None arc mentioned 
but thofe with whom Mr, Firmin was 
particularly connefted, and as his for- 
ming thefe connexions redounded not a 
little to his honour, I thought a few 
particulars concerning them,, however 
well known to the learned,, might be 
agreeable to thofe whofe knprovelncnt I 
had principally in view when compiling 
this work. My own tafte may perhaps 
have niifled my judgment, for nothing 
is fo pleafing to me in works of any kind 
as anecdotes relating to perfons of diC- 
tinguiftied merit. I have likewiCe tHc 
authority of Dr. Birch on my fide, whofe 
life of Archbifhop Tillotfon, which hath 
been very well received by the public, is 
remarkable forthe notice therein taken of 
the Archbifliop's friends* I have been aHb 
pretty free in making remarks and ob- 
fervations on the various incidents which 
I thought worthy to be recorded. Some 

choofe 
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l^hoofe to throw remarks of this kind in* 
to notes, which I believe caufes them to 
be oftentimes overlooked. Others choofe 
to intcrfperfe them with the hiftory it- 
felf, which in my judgment is the method 
moil likely to imprefs, upon the minds of 
readers, ' thofe fentiments which an au- 
thor fhould wifh to convey. I am moft 
concerned leall they fhould be thought 
too numerous, or not fufficiently perti- 
nent. Not that this is my opinion of 
them, if fo, it would have been folly to 
have publiftied them to the world : but 
I well know how partial a man is to his 
own fentiments, and iiis own method of 
writing, and therefore Iftiould fubmitmy 
judgment to that of the Public ; and en- 
deavour, a« far as my knowledge and 
ability extended, to confult the general 
tafte, as to the method of conveying my 
ideas. To pleafe all is indeed impoffible ; 
my higheft expe«9:ations will be anfwered, 
if the candid and judicious fhould regard 
this attempt as in fome degree worthy 
of their encouragement and recommen- 
dation. 

Some, perhaps, may imagine that an 
attachment to Mr. Firmin's peculiar re- 
ligious fentiments, and a defire of pro- 

-moting 
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moting a regard to them in others, 
might be a principal inducement with 
me to repubiifli his life. Such will be 
miftaken, for the opinions with refpedt ^ 
to our bleflcd Saviour, which Mr. Fir- 
min efpoufed and maintained, were dif- 
ferent from thofe which I have adopted 
and ftill adhere to. I am, however, very- 
free to acknowledge, that the fincere and 
ardent love of truth, which appeared to 
reign in his breaft, hath greatly increafed 
my veneration for him, and it would be 
well if all would fcek after truth with 
that diligence which he did, for what- 
ever might be th^ refult of their in- 
qiiiries, the principle by which they 
"were actuated would be a noble one. x 

I could have quoted many more au- 
thorities .in fupport of the fafts which 
are related, but I thought it uhnciceflary^ 
fince thofe produced are quite fufficient 
to eftablifh the truth of them ; and it 
would be ufelefs to refer to feveral au- 
thors, for the proof of that agaipft which 
r,o one will objeft. Whatever faults 
there may be in the compofition, the 
reader maybe aflTured that the utmoft 
fidelity has been ufed in the narration, 
nor indeed have I been underthe leaft 

temp- 
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temptation to fet off the hero of my 
work with borrowed ornaments. ^ To 
make Mr. Firmin'S charadcf the objeirf 
of general admiration, it,needs only to be 
placed in its true light. This I have en*- 
deavoured to do, and though my attempt 
may incur ccnfure, yet it will afford mc 
no little coj^bktipn, if my private ftudies 
are renderMBP^hc fmalleft degree fub- 
fervient to the interefts of virtue and 
religion. 

I (hould be guilty of an unpardonable 
omiffion, if I did not acknowledge my 
obligations, to the Rev. Dr. Kippis of 
London, and the Re^. Mr. Bretland of 
Exeter, whofe very friendly remarks and 
obfervations have contributed much to- 
wax^ds the improvement of my work. 
The faults which remain, zfe not to be 
imputed to either of thefe Gentlemen; 
but had it not been for their advice and 
afliftance, the critical reader would have, 
met with many more. As to the fen- 
timents of whatever kind, which I have 
advanced, my worthy and honoured 
friends are by no means to be thought 
anfwerable for them : they are both 
poffeffed of an amiable candour of mind, 
which diipofes them to fcrve any one 

finCerely 
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linccrcly intent on benefiting the public^ 
whether all his ideas with refpeft to fnb- 
jefts of debate arc confonant to theirs or 
not. Dr. Kippis, who is excelled by no 
one in the knowledge of biography, en- 
couraged me much to draw up this Life 
of Mr. Firmin, by declaring it to be his 
opinion that.fuch a publication might be 
very ufeful ; adding, that lie thought Mr. 
Firmin to have been one df the beji men 
that ever lived. 
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tains all that is valuable and defireable in 
wealth, without the temptations and dan- 
gers, to which wealth expofes men. This 
condition of life many perfons of wifdom 
and experience have thought favourable 
to virtue above any other. The parents 
of the worthy man, whofe life we arc 
now entering upon, proved, at Icaft in 
one inftance, the jullice of this remark; 
for OH account of their fobriety, diligenc^^ 
and good conduft, the effects of their 
piety, they were held in great efteem and 
reputation. They Avere of the number 
of thofe then called Puritans, by the 
loofe and ignorant vulgar, who ufed to 
deem affefted and prccife, fuch as were 
mere confcientious, devout and exemplary 
than ordinary, even though profeffed 
members of the Church of England. 

Mr. Firmin, we may naturally fuppoft, 
was carefully inflrufted by. his pious 
parents in all moral and religious duties; 
but^ as nothing remarkable is recorded of 
him during the years of his cliildhood, 
we muft pafs on to the time, when being 
of a proper age he was bound apprentice 
to a tradefinan in Loadon *. His beha- 

* Life, page 6, 7. 
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Viow in this fituation was diligent and 
obliging, and be was fo remarkably nimble 
in all his motions, and fo quick and ready- 
in taking down, opening goods, cScc. that 
many called him " the Spirit." 

In making bargains, his words and 
banner of addrefs were fo plcafing and 
refpedf ul, that afer fbme time the cufto^ 
jniers chofe rather to deal with Thomas, 
than with the mafter of the (hop ; and, 
when there happened any little difputc 
about the value of a commodity^ lie 
would decide it to the fatisfadion cf both 
his matter and the cuftomen 

It would be much to the credit and 
advantage of all apprentices to imitate 
him in thefe particulars. 

Nothing recommends a youth fo much 
as diligence In his matter's bulinefs, ac- 
companied with an obliging deportment 
towards all thofe who have any dealings 
with him. Seafons and bccafions may 
alfo happen, when a young man may find 
it of the utmoft fervice to have gained 
the favourable opinion of thofe with 
whom he is connefted. Mr. Firmin met 
with one very difagreeable event in the 
courfe of his fervitude : *the elder ap- 
prentice took five pounds of his matter's 

\ A 2 money, 



( 4 ) 

money, and laid it to young Firinin's 
charge. Whether the imputation was 
believed or not the friend who wrote 
his life was uncertain. " Probably * (fays 
he) it was not." The reafons of this pro- 
bability are very . evident. If a young 
man be idle, fuUen, and negleftful of his 
mailer's intereft, any ill thing is eafily be- 
, lieved concerning him. On the contrary, 
where there is any room to hope, all are 
ready to favour one, who recommends 
himfelf by thofe qualities which are pro- 
per for his ftation. However of Mr. 
Firmin's innocence in this affair no doubt 
remains. 

The elder apprentice was (hortly after 
this tranfaftion feized with a mortal fick- 
nefs, and before he died made confeffion, 
that it was he himfelf who had taken and 
fpent the money, Mr. Firmin not having 
been in the leaft degree privy to it. Th4is 
was his innocence made apparent to all, 
the confcioufnefs of which, as may be 
eafily fuppofed, was a moft noble fupport 
to his own mind, whilft he lay under 
^ the charge. 

Mr. Firmin, as foon as the term of his 
apprenticeftiip expired, began to trade 
* Life, page &• 
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for himfclf, fetting out with the* very 
finall ftock of one hundred pounds *• But 
he was poffefled of thofe qualities, which 
are generally found to be more fervice- 
able to a man than a large capitaL Thofe 
qualities were fidelity, induftry, and 
amiable' manners, which had recom- 
mended him to the love and efteem of all 
thofe who dealt with his mafter, or lived 
in the neighbourhood. He alfo flood high 
in the opinion of the merchants; and, 
having made a large acquaintance who 
were attached to his intcreft, purely on 
account of his merit, he fpeedily over- 
came the difficulties, which ufually attend 
thofe who enter upon bufincfs with very 
little money of their own. Parents and 
friends often make themfelves very uneafy 
from an apprehenfion, that the trifling 
fums, with which thofe for whom they 
are concerned fet out in life, will be en- 
tirely inadequate to their wants, and pre- 
vent them from ever rifing much above 
flraitiS and difficulties. But it frequently 
happens that this feeming difadvantage, 
by leading a man to obferve the neceffity 
of being diligent, attentive, and obliging, 

* Life, page 9. 
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proves the very means of advancing him; 
whilft thofe, who, depending on their 
own fortunes, negleft the fnrcr methods 
of thriving, and difappoint the hoper 
which their relations had been led, to form. 
No ftock, how great foever, can render a ■ 
man fuccefsful in trade, without the con- 
currence of thofe qualities, which beget 
confidence and refpe£t. If a youth be of 
an amiable difpofition, and have a turn 
for bufinefs, there is but little caufe for 
anxiety as to his future welfare. 

In the year 1660. Mr. Firmin married 
a citizen's daughter with five hundred 
pounds as a portion, which though not 
a large fum, was to him who knew fb 
well how to improve it, a valuable ac- 
quilition* 

The great expenfe of fupporting a 
famUy in this age of diffipation and 
luxury renders many young traders, and 
indeed perfons of all profcffions, very 
avcrte from, matrimony. But it is to 
be hoped, that, notwithftanding the pre- 
vailing love of pleafure, there are ftill 
many amongft our fair countrywomen, 
who arc fond of domeftic life, and of all 
thofe duties which may render it com- 
fortable and agreeable. Such a one, even 

without 
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without a fortune,' is a treafure in hcrfeJf, 
and will be more likely, upon the whole, 
to fave cxpcnfes than to increafe them. 
Young men of warm paffions afe expofed 
to tcmptatipns, which. fmall degrees of 
virtue and refolution are not able to^ 
withfland J and,* putting religion out of 
tSkC queflion, none - but the unthinking 
and Superficial would recommend the too 
common method of fatisfying. the fcnfual 
dcfires. How much the health is endarv- 
ger^ thereby all are fenfibic, and the 
cxpcnfes attending fiich a courle have 
KoiDed ihQufands. Befides, occafional cen^ 
verfc with the abandoned part of the 
female fex, very frequently begets an ill 
opinion of every woman ; fo that' thofe 
who have been ufed to the company of 
prdftitHtes, lofe ali relifh fbr the delicate 
pleafoves- of virtuous love ; and, if they 
find it convenient to marry, have feMom 
that refpea and eftccm for a wife, which 
is neceifary to render the nuptial ftate a 
hai)py one. 

In general, thofe, who inveigh mod: 
Warmly againft the vanity, inconftancy 
and frailty of the female fex, have con- 
verfed pretty freely with the worft part, 
of them. There arc but few cafes and 
A 4 Circumftances, 
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circtunftances, in which it will not be the 
moft prudent and economical way of 
proceeding to marry early in life j but 
(hould any thing particular render this 
inexpedient, the wifcft courfe will be, to 
win the affeftions. of fome chafte and 
virtuous female, to be attached fblely to 
her as a lover, and, a£ Toon as affairs will 
permit, to become her hufband. Thus 
will the purity of the mind and the health 
of the body be preferved, the fcxpenfes. 
attending irregular courfes be avoided, 
and a fair proipeft of happinefs be ever 
in view as an excitement, to application 
and diligence. 

Mr. Firming when he became a houfc- 
keeper, was difcreet and prudent, yet he 
pradtifed in an eminent degree that good 
old Englifh virtue hofpitality. From his 
firft entrance on blifincfs he fought all 
opportunities of becoming acquainted 
with perfons of learning and worth, 
whether foreigners or his own country- 
men, and more efpecfally with minifters *. 
He Was fcldom without fome of the laft 
fort at his table, which, though attended 
with expenfe, anfwercd, as bethought,. 

* Life, page 9, 
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very valuable ends. Their converfation 
helped to inform and .enlarge his mind, 
and their friend(hip was of great ufc to 
him afterwards, inierving and aflifting 
the poor, which was the delight and 
pleafure of his life. For having a large, 
acquaintance, he was enabled to procure 
the powerful intercft of fomc^ and the 
liberal contributions of others, towards 
forwarding his important and charitable 
defigns. 

Mr. Firmin was fettled in Lombard- 
Street, in the parifh of St. Mary Wool- 
noth, the minifters of which pariftx were 
firfl: Mr. Samuel Jacomb and then Pr.. 
Outram. • With thefe two excellent 
preachers ^nd learned men, he maintain- 
ed a clofe cbrrefjpondence. Mr. Jacomb- 
was a divine of a free temper and genius,, 
not confining himfelf to the ancient 
fyftems, but inclined to more liberal no- 
tions *. He died In the thirtieth year of 
his age ; fo' that the world had not long; 
the benefit of his labours. Now alfo it 
was that Mr. Firmin became intimate! 
with thofc very celebrated' divines- 
Whichcote, Worthington, Wilkins, and 
Tillotfon. 

* See Birch's Life of Tillotfon, page 39.9. 

- A 5 Dr. Benjami'ni 
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Or. 6enjimin Whichcotc was dcfcend* 
ed from an ancient and reputable family 
in the county of Salop; he was born in 
March, 1609, and in 1626 Was admitted 
a fti\dent of Emanuel College Cambridge, 
6f which he was elefted fellow in 1633, 
and became a molt excellent tutor. Dr. 
Samuel Collins, Provoft of King's College 
in that Univerfity, being ejefted by the 
parliament vifitors, Dr. Whichcote was 
admitted to it in March, 1644. Dr. Collins 
was pleafed to fee a man of fuch learn-^ 
ing and virtue fucceed him; and Dr. 
Whichcote, who rather fcrupled. at firft 
to accept this place, was at length. pre- 
vailed upon to do it, and made* it appear 
that his view was more to ufefulnefs 
than wordly profit ; for he punftually 
paid his predo^ceffor half the income *. 
He preached a ledlure for twenty years 
at Trinity church in Cambridge, ufing 
his utmoft endeavours to promote a fpirit 
of fober piety, and rational religion f. 
The happy effedls of his pains appeared 
in the fine talents and excellent perfor- 
mances of fo many eminent preachers 
after the Reftoration, moft of whom, and 

♦ Biographical Dictionary. 

f Tillotfon's Sermon on his death. 
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Tillotfbn amongft the reft, hid received 
their education at Cambridge, and been 
formed at leaft, if hot aftually brought 
up, by him. Others have fince copied 
from, and in fbme refpefts improved up- 
on thefc excellent models; lb that Dh 
Whichcote had the honour of leading 
the way to that folid, ufeful, praftical 
way of preaching, which is now adopted 
by the learned of all parties. In the yeai" 
1664, he was chofen minifter of St. Annc'i 
Black- Friars, in London, where he con- 
tinued till the great fire in 1666;^ when 
his church was burnt down; but foon 
after he was prefented by the Crown to 
the vicarage of St. Lawrence Jewry, 
where he continued in high reputation 
till his death, which happened in May, 
1683, in the 73d year of his age. 

Biftiop Burnet, amongft other things 
greatly to his honour, fays of him ; " That 
" he fet young ftudents on confidering 
*' the Chriftian Religion, as a doftrinc 
" fent from God, both to elevate and 
** fwceten human nature, in which lie 
*' was a great example as well as a wife 
** and kind infti-u<aor. *'' Seledt fermons 

* Hiftory of his own times, vol. I. p. 186. fol. 

of 
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of Dr. Whichcote's were publiftied in the 
year 1698, by the famous Earl of Shaft cf- 
Ibury author of the Charaderiftics. The 
Earl wrote an extraordinary preface 
to them, in which he not only fpe^ks in 
the higheft terms of the Dodor, but ap- 
pears in the light of a warm friend to 
geniune Chriftianity, of the excellent na- 
ture and tendency of which he had form-^ 
ed a very high opinion *. It is to be 
Isunented that his Lordftiip having fuch 
fentiments of the Gofpel, as he there ex- 
prefles, fhould have dropped any thing in 
his writings to depreciate the New Tes- 
tament. But when a defire of obtaining 
literary fame is the ruling paffion, writers 
are ftrongly inclined to advance what is 
new, even in oppofition to what is ufe- 
ful. To this defire* may be afcribed many 
of thofc free things, which ingenious men 
have advanced, and the enemies of re- 
ligion and virtue have been glad to lay 
hold of. Thofe who are pofleffed of great 
talents, ought to be much on their guard, 
when writing'on fubjedts of importance ; 
for even a witticifm may injure a good 

* The preface is very curious and the whole is in- 
fertcd in the Biographical Dictionary under the ar* 
tick Whickcote* 

caufe. 
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caufe, and a jeft weighs^morc with moft 
men than folld and learned arguments. 
Three other volumes of Dr. Whichcote's 
fermons have been publiflied, and alfo a 
collection of religious and moral apho* 
rlfms. They do not abound in the orna- 
ments of ftyle ; what chiefly recommends 
them is the excellence of their matter. 

Dr. John Worthington, mafterof Jcfus 
College in Cambridge, and preacher at St. 
Bennet Fink in London, died in the year 
167 1 at Hackney, where he had been 
chofen lefturer the year before. " He 
^' was ever regarded in a moft amiable 
^ light, as aperfeft example of unwearied 
" diligence and aftivity in his profeffion^ 
" and for the general fervice of mankind^ 
^' being furnifhed with a great ftock of all 
" excellent learning proper for a divine ; 
^' pious and grave, without morofen^fs or 
^ afFcftation, as remarkable for hi& humi- 
^' lity as his knowledge; zealous in his 
*' friendfhips; charitable beyond the pro-* 
^^ portion of his eftate ; univerfally inof- 
" fenfive, kind and obliging, even to thofe 
" who differed from him; not paffionate 
'^ or contentious in debates or contro-- 
*' verfies of religion ; of eminent zeal for 
^^ the promotion of learning and piety, and 

" indefatigable 



Cm) 

** indefatigable in cplle<9:ing, reviewing, 
^' and publifhing, the works of Mr. Jofeph 
" Mede, which he did with fo mueh 
" care, that it would be hard to inftancc 
" cither in our oWn nation, or perhaps 
" any where elfe, in fo vaft a work, that 
** was ever publi&cd with more ex- 
" adlnefs; by which he raifed up to him^ 
'* felf a monument likely to laft as long 
^^ as learning and religion fiiall continue 
« in the world *." 

His attention to that valuable publica-^ 
tion, and to the duties of his profeffion, 
befides the corrcfpondencc, which he car- 
ried on with the learned, took up fo much 
time, as to prevent him, from obliging 
the world with much of his own ; beiides 
a volume of mifcellanies publifhed in oc- 
tavo after his death, an excellent cate- 
chifmis commonly afcribed to him. This 
was drawn up wholly in th^ words of 
Scripture, and not in the phrafes peculiar 
to any party of Chriftians ; for he was 
(to ufe Bp. Fowler's expreffion) "a great 
**' enemy to man-made divinity.^' And 
furely the dodrines and duties of the 
Golpcl, cannot be better exprcflcd than in 

* Birch's hYe of Tillotfon, page 377. 
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the words of the inspired writers. The 
more thefe are adhered to, the more will 
peace and holinefs prevail. Thofe have 
ever been in all ages of the church the 
moft amiable and ufeful men, who have 
endeavoured in everything to conform, as 
nearly as poffible, to the great ftandard of 
truth. 

Dr. John Wilkins, another of Mr. 
Firmin's learned friends, was born ia 
1 6145 near Daventry in Northampton^ 
fliire.His grandfather by the mother's fide, 
was the ^ood Mr. Dod, well known for his 
faylngs, and diftinguiftied likewife by the 
fufFerings * which he patiently endured, 
for refufing a compliance with the many 
ceremonies, which Archbifhop Laud and 
others endeavoured, with a popifh zeal, 
to introduce into the Church of England. 
Dr. Wilkins was fuch a proficient in 
claffical learning, that, at tlie age of 1 3 f , 
he was entered a ftudent at New College 
in Oxford. In 1 656, he married the fifter 
of Oliver Cromwell, and was prefer- 
red to the mafterfhip of Trinity College 



* Neal's Hiftory of the Puritans, 
f Life of Bift^op VVilkinV, preiized to fomc of hisr 
Works, publilhcd m O^. 1 708, 
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in Cambridge by Richard Cromwell in 
the year 1659, which office he held but 
for a fliort time, being ejefted upon the 
Reftoration. He was not favourably 
thought of at the court of Charles li- 
on account of his connexion with the 
Protedlor's family ; and being alfo very 
enlarged as to his religious fentiments, 
and defirous of uniting all- parties to- 
gether by mutual conceffions, his prefer- 
ment in the church was oppofed by 
Archbifliop Sheldon, whofe influence: 
was great*. The Duke of Buckingham 
however fo effeftually recommended hini. 
to the king, that he was advanced to 
the fee of Chefter in 16 65, which high 
dignity he enjoyed' but a fhort timc^, 
dying of the ftone in 1672. 

Biftiop Wilkins was not only a great 
divine, but alio a very eminent philofo- 
pher* He was one of the firft members 
of the "Royal Society, and indefatigable 
in promoting eveiy kind of ufeful know- 
ledge. AH his writings were ingenious- 
ajid learned,, and nwny of them very 
curious and entertaining; and Jie ftands 
amongft the foremoft ' of tHojTe, from 

♦ BurnertHiftoryofhisOwaTiiDCs, vjoH. p. 253., 
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whofe fludies the world has received 
I immenfe benefit. The learned of all pro- 
j feffions loved him ; and, what is more, 
the greateft and beft qualities arc afcrib- 
I cd to him, by fo many eminent and good 
, men, that he will be one of the illuftri- 
I ous few, whom the mod diftant times 
1 and ages will revere *. 
> Dr. Tillotfon, that great and amiable 

divine, at the time of Mr. Firmin's firft 
I acquaintance with him, preached the 
Tuefday lefture at St. Lawrence Jewry, 
then fo much frequented by all the 
\ divines of the town, and by a great many 
perfon's of quality and diftinftion. When 
obliged to be out of London, as he fre- 
quently was, either on buiinefs or for 
I relaxation or health, he generally left it 
to Mr. Firmin to provide preachers for 
, hislcaurcf; and he fulfilled this truft 
f fo well that there was never any com* 
plaint on account of Dr. Tillotfon's ab- 
fence, fome eminent divine always ap- 
pearing in his room. Mr. Firmin was 
very fit to undertake this fervice, for 
I . now there was hardly a clergyman of. 

I * For tcftimonics in proof of his uncommon worth, 

fee his article in the Biographical Di^ionary. 
f Mr. Firmin's Life, p. i +• . 
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CHAP. 11. 

Afr. Firmin becomes a fVidower^ but foon 
marries again. His Kindnefs to his Re- 
lations. His iifeful Services to the 'Poor. 
Some Account of Mr. Couge^ ivhofe bene- 
volent Scheme was purjued with great 
Succefs by Mr. Firmin. His Humanity 
to imprifoned Debtors. His Care and 
Attention to dijirejfed Families. 

MR. FIRMIN had been married but 
a (hort time, when death deprived 
him of his wife. She had brought hinx 
two children, a fon and a daughter, the 
former of whom lived to man's eftatc, 
bnt died a bachelor about feven years 
before his father. ' Biographers have 
taken notice of what they call a very re- 
markable circumftance with regard to 
.Mrs. Firmin's death, in which many will 
think, and perhaps very juftly, that there 
was nothing at all extraordinary. " Mr. 
" Firmin, it feems, being at Cambridge, 
" dreamed that he faw his wife breath>- 
" ing her laft : whereupon he took horfe 

"early 
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^ early in the morning for London, and 
" on the way thither, he met the meflen- 
** ger who was fent to give him notice 
*' of her deceafe */* God-may, without 
doubt, in the courfc of his wife provi- 
dence, fee fit, in dreams and vifions of 
the night, or when men are engaged in 
their conunon bufinefs, to fuggeft foch 
thoughts to their minds, as may be a 
means of doing them real fervice. But 
as it does not appear that any wife or 
good end could be anfwered by this 
dream, as his wife was dead before he 
could poffibly come to her afliftance, 
ought it not to be afcribed to thofc 
fancies of the brain of which no rational 
account has been yet given. The laying 
any ftrefs upon dreams, unlefs evident- 
ly calculated to anfwer fome valuable 
purpofe, only ferves to prop up the old 
rotten caufe of fuperftition, every degree 
of which may prove a fource of uneafi- 
nefs to fome honeft and good min^ls. 

Mr. Firmin, having experienced the 
comforts of the married ftate, did not re- 
main very long without another partner, 

* Life, J). II. All thofe who hare written Mr. 
Firmln's life in Dictionaries, &c. hare thought fit to 
retain this trifling anecdote. 

but 



t ^ 1 

but as foon as it was decent; paid his ad- 
dreflcs to the daughter of a juftice of Ihc 
peace in the county of Effex *. JHe had 
with this lady, who pofleffed all the qua- 
lifications of a good wife, a very c<MQ£i- 
derable portion. God was pleaded to lend 
them feveral children. It may properly 
l>e faid lend^ for but one of them lived to 
man's eftate, who was named Giles. Bxs 
father gave him the whole portion which 
his mother had brought, and he was 
likely to become a refpc£)tablc merchant, 
but he died, when juft abbut to embark 
for Portugal, where hisbufinefs called for 
his prcfence. 

Mr. Firmin's firft matrimonial connec- 
tion was diffolved in lefs than four years: 
as to the continuance of the fecond, 
which commenced in 1664, no particular 
mention is made in any of the accounts 
relating to him, and authors have alfp 
been filent as to his charafter in the 
domeftic relations of a father and a 
huiband. That he filled up thefe impor- 
tant relations in a becoming manner Ve 
have fufficient reafon to- believe from 
the whole tenor of his conduft, which 

* Life, page 26, 
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Was fuch as to leave no room for the 
fufpicion of negligence in any of the 
duties incumbent on him. It is more cfpe- 
cialiy very worthy of being obfervcd, that, 
when he was poffefled of but a mode- 
rate capital, and his manner of living 
was attended with confiderable expenfe, . 
neither of thefe circumftances, nor that 
of his having an increafing family pre- 
vented him from being a moft kind bro- 
ther, uncle and kinjQnan *. 

There are too many of thofe, whom 
the world ftyles good fort of people, 
whofe cares center entirely in themfelves, 
Jind their very neareft connexions ; but 
true generofity enlarges the heart. What 
St. Paul fays to Timothy (as it is well 
rendered in the margin of our Bibles;) 
*' He that provides not for his own 
^' kindred is worfe than an infidel f .'* was 
religioufly attended to by Mr. Firmin, His 
loffes by fome of his relations, for whom 
he had advaoced money, and his difburfe- 
ments for others amounted to very con- 
fiderable fums, and moft of thofe lofles 
happened to him juft after his entering 
upon bufinefs. But he was difpofed to 

* Life, p. 12, f I Tim. v. 8. 
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improve the prefent hour, aud not to 
defer all his afts of kindnefs and libera- 
Tity till he had an abundance. He always 
kept his heart open, and never appears 
to have formed a defign of amalffing any 
particular- fum, the aiming at which has 
been a means of contra(3:ing and harden- 
ing the hearts of numbers. All fhould 
accuftom themfelves, according to their 
ability, to do liberal and kind things fre- 
quently, and then in all probability their 
benevolent difpofitions will increale with 
their riches. This was Mr. Firmin's 
method, and thougli his knowledge of 
and diligence in bulinefs, would fbon 
have acquired him a very large fortune, 
yet, when he arrived to the 44th year 
of his age*, he was worth only about 
nine thoufand pounds, which was more 
by half than he left behind him at his 
deceafef, though he might have in- 
creafed his wealth d^ily. But fb far was 
avarice from growing upop him with 
years, that he became more and more in- 
difFcrent to the world the longer he 
lived in it ; though he had always that 
commendable^ degree of prudence, which 

* Life, p. a 8. f Life, p. 38. 
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rendered him fo far attentive to his own 
intereft, as not only to keep himfelf out 
of all difficulties, but to be enabled alfo 
to be doing good to the very la(L 

The year 1665 is j-emarkable in the 
Englifh annals for a great plague, of 
which there died in London only, though 
perhaps not more than half fo populous 
as at prefent, one hundi-cd thoufand 
perfons *. Moft of the wealthy citizens 
removed themfclves and their families 
into the country, and fo did Mr, Firmin, 
but he left a kinfman in his houfe (fince 
it was neceffary that fome one (hould be 
there) with orders to relieve certain of 
the poor weekly, and to give them out 
fluff to employ them in making their 
ufiial commodities. He forefaw that he 
fhould be hard put to it to difpofe of the 
large quantities, which thofe poor people 
would work off in fp long a time for him 
only ; but he trufled to the providence 
of the Father of mercies, who we may 
be fure, obferved with pleafure and ap- 
probation fuch an inftance of compaflion 
and tendernefs. His expeftations of being 
fome how or other alTifled in the difpofal 

* See all the Hiftories of that Time. 
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of this great flock were not difappointed. 
On his return to London, a wealthy 
Chapman, who was much pleafed with 
this ufeful and adventurous charity, 
made an extraordinary purchafe of thefe 
goods, and by that means Mr. Firmin 
avoided any lofs by then employing the 
poor *. . ' 

The plague was followed, the next 
year, by that dreadful fire, which laid j 
almoft the whole city of London in afties, i 
the churches and public buildings, as well j 
as the habitations of the poor and the rich ] 
being involved in one common ruin. Mr. j 
Firmin's houfe in Lombard Street was 
burned in that great conflagration, but j 
he immediately took another, with a "] 
warehoufe belonging to it, in Leaden- \ 
Hall-Street. In this he was fortunate 
above many others, fince few could be 
accommodated with houfes, the fire hav- 
ing fpared but a comparatively fmall 
number, which had been occupied before ' ] 
this diftreffing event happened. Moft I 
perfons were therefore obliged to con- I 
' fine themfelves to ftrait lodgings, and 
V lofe the benefit of their trades, till the 

* Life, page 27. 
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immenfc heaps of rubbifli were cleared 
away, and new buildings railed in tlie 
places of the old. 

. Mr. Firmin was now become a perfon 
of note, his noble fpirit and generous 
Way of trading having greatly recom- 
mended him ; and in a few years he fb 
improved his ftock, as to be able to re- 
build his own houfe, and almoft the 
whole of the court in which he lived. 
As foon as he had performed this duty 
to himfelf and his family, he began to build 
for the benefit of the poor; for whofe 
fervice he eredted a warehoufe near the 
banks of the river Thames*. In this, corn 
and coals were laid up, to be fold in dear 
feafons at a moderate price, that was 
never to exceed their firft coft, unlefs the 
(lores were any way damaged by keep- 
ing ; in that cafe, the lofs was to be made 
up by felling the reft at a higher rate. 
This was a very ufeful charity, and of 
much fervice to the objefts of it, fmce 
it prevented them from feeling the in- 
conveniences of dearth, which muft ever 
be attended with want, when families* 
are large, and the wages only fufficient 

* Life, page 28. 
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for a bare fupport at cheaper times, 
Befides being at the trouble of attending 
to this bufinefs, which was not fmall, it 
does not apijear that Mr. Firmin made 
any account of the expeiife he had been 
at in building, or of the intereft of his 
money which at that time was confidcr^ 
able, 8 per cent, being common, and 
even lo being to be had on reafonable 
fecurity. 

. Mr. Firmin very wifely judged that 
no charity could be fo ferviccablc to the 
poor, as that which kept them out of 
idlenefs, and therefore in the year 1676, 
(at which time it was that his capital 
amounted to about nine thoufand pounds) 
he did the moft eminent fervicc both to 
them and the public, by ereSing a 
warehoufe in Little-Britain near Smith- 
field, for the employment of the needy 
andinduftrious in the linen manufadlurc*. 
Dr. Tillotfon mentioned this defign with 
great approbation in his funeral fermon 
for Mr. Gouge, preached in 1681, whijch 
fermon is prefervcd amongft the other 
works of that celebrated prelate. 

* Life, page 29. 

"He 



r 



( 29 ) 



" He (Mr. Gouge) fet the poor of 
'f St. Sepulchre's parifli, of which he was 
" minifter, to work at his own charge. 
" He bought flax and hemp for them to 
" {pin ; when fpun, he paid them for their 
" work, and caufed it to be wrought into 
" <:loth, which he fold as he could, him- 
" felf bearing the whole lofs. This was a 
«' very wife and well chofen way of cha- 
" rlty, and in the goodcffe^ls of it a much 
• " greater charity than if he had given 
'^ to thofe very perfons freely, and for 
" nothing, fo much as he made them 
*^ earn by their work : bccaufc by this 
" means he refcued them from two moft 
** dangerous temptations, idlenefs and 
« poverty. 

*' This courfe fo happily devifed and 
^' begun by Mr. Gouge, gave, it may be, 
*' the firft hint to that ufcf ul and worthy 
'* citizen Mr. Thomas Firmin, of a much 
*' larger defign, which has been tnanagcd 
" by him fome years in this city with 
^' that vigour and good fuccefs, that 
" many hundreds of poor children and 
^' others who lived idle before, unpro- 
" fitable both to themfelves and the 
*' public, now maintain themfelves, an'd 
*' are alfo fomc advantage to the commu- 
B 3 " nity. 
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** nity. By the affiftance anclxharity of 
" many excellent and well difpofed 
" pcrfons, Mr. Firmin is enabled to bear 
" the unavoidable lofs and charge of fo 
*' vaft an undertaking ; and by his ^ own 
" forward inclination to charity, andun- 
" wearied diligence and activity, is fitted 
" to fuftain and go through the incre- 
" diblc pains of it.'' 

Mr. Gouge was a man moft eminent 
for piety and ufefulnefs, and in the tem- 
per and difpofition of his mind greatly 
tefembled Mr. Firmin, who highly ef- 
teemcd him, and prevailed on him to 
live at his houfe *. Never did one houfc 
contain two" perfons of fuch different 
ages and profeflions, whofe fouls were 
more nearly allied. Both their hearts 
were warmed with benevolence and 
love, and their mutual fricndfhip could 
not fail of cherifhing thofe divine prin- 
ciples. Mr. Firmin, being the youngefl 
by almoft thirty years, muft have derived 
great benefit from fuch a conneftion ; and 
his activity and zeal undoubtedly afforded 
the higheft fatisfadion to Mr. Gouge, 
who could with pleafure devife methods 



* Life, page 49, 
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of doing good, when he found another 
fo ready to execute them. All that one 
man could do, he himfclf did ; and, to 
his unfpeakable pleafure, he aiiet with 
another ready to adopt and purfue every 
charitable fchcme, which he, whofe. 
whole attention was direfted to the 
fervice of his fellow creatures, could 
point out. To recount all his benevolent 
laboilrs would require a volume ; but a 
brief memorial may ferve to give us 
feme ideas pf his excellencies, whom 
Mr. Firmin moft gladly chofe to be a 
fellow inhabitant of his manfion, 

Mr. Gouge was born in the year 160^, 
at Bow in Middlefex, and received his 
fchool education at Eton, and his univcr- 
fity learning at Oxford. He left ihe uni- ^ 
verlity and his fellowftiip, for the living 
of Colfden in Surry, where he had not 
been long, before he was removed to 
the large and populous parifli of St. 
Sepulchre's in London ; of which he was, 
for twenty-four years, a moft diligent 
and faithful minifter. He. was unwearied 
in the laboriousdulies of conftant preach- 
ing, vifiting the fick, and catechizing in ^ 
the church all who would come. To en- 
courage the poor (who were generally 
B 4 the 
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the moft ignorant) to feck for inftruftion, 
he diftributed money amongft them ofice 
a-week, changing the day that they 
might be obliged conftantly to attend; 
As for the poor who were able to get 
their own living, he fet them to work, 
buyhig flax and hemp for them to fpin, 
which when manufactured he fold as he 
could amongft his friends. 

The Bartholomew aft obliged him to 
quit his living in 1662 *; for he was 
difTatisfied with the terms of conformity 
then impofed. This was a great lofs to 
his parifti and alfo to himfelf, as the 
living was ^ very valuable one; but as 
he had then a good eftatc, his charity to 
the poor was continued. He made it the 
great bufinefs of his life to ferve them, 
and applied himfelf to it with as much 
conftancy and diligence, as other men do 
to their trades. He fuffered much by the 
fire of London, and this, together with 
fettling his children, reduced his income 
to one hundred and fifty pounds yearly. 
Of this he, always fpent one hundred in 
works of charity, urging others to aflSft 
him in his benevolent defigns, though it 

* Nonconformift's Memorial, laft edition, p. 144. 
• does 
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docs not appear, that he pcrfuaded any 
to do fo largely as himfelf, 

Befides employing the poor, he wa^ 
much fet on inftruding them in religion, 
well knowing from his own experience, 
that piety is the foundation on which 
all other virtues muft be built- And in 
that he judged rightly. For certainly 
thofc are molt likely to fubmit to the 
evils of life with patience, and to fulfil 
the duties of it amidfl: temptations and 
fnares, who have a firm faith in, and 
a good hope towards God, as the boun- 
tiful and powerful re warder of all thofe 
who diligently feek his favour, by yield- 
ing a willing obedience to his commands. 
To promote thefe valuable ends, he 
freely gave to the poor fuch books as 
The JVhole Duty ofMan^ The Pradice of 
Piety^ and others of the like kind, con- 
taining fueh things only as good chriftians 
are agreed in, and not matters of doubtful 
difpiitation. Thefe he caufed to be printed 
in Wekh, and his fpirit was fo far from 
partaking of narrow nefs or bigotry, that 
he procured the Church Catechifm with 
a praftical expofition of it, and alfo the 
-Common Prayer to be printed likewife in 
that language, and given to fuch as 
B 5 would 
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would otherwife have been unable to get 
them. It has however been infinuated^- 
that his charities in Wales, were defigned 
only to ferve a party, and that the dif- 
fentcrs have increafed in confequence of 
them *. If this be the eafe, it muft be 
purely owing to the increafe of piety, 
for Mr. Gouge never gave the people a 
finglc book, nor can. be charged with . 
having uied a finglc argument to perfuade 
them to nonconformity. Indeed no one 
can wonder, who confiders by what 
wretched and defpieablc hirelings the 
Welch churches are frequently ferved, 
that teachers of any denomination, who 
appear to have fome degree of zeal and 
ferioufnefs, (hpuld. be attended to and 
followed. Until the eflabliflicd clergy of 
that principality pay more regard to 
their duty, than has hitherto been cuf- 
tomary amongft them f , all thofe, whofc 
views are fuperior to the intcrefts of any 
particular party, will rejoice that there 
are prcachersof any perfuafion, labouring 
to inftruct a neglefted people in the prin- 
ciples of our common chriftianity, and 

* Mr. Wynne's edition of Powel's Hiftor}' of Wales* 

f See View of the State of Religion in the diocefe 

of St. David's, written by D. D. of that prircipality. 
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ardently join in the wifliing that another 
Mr. Gouge may arile and help them. 

In the latter part of his life, he con- 
fined his fervices chiefly to that coun- 
try, where he thought they were moll 
wanted. Befides diftributing books, havr 
i^ig obtained a licence from fome of the 
biihops to preach in Wales, he took an 
annual journey thither, and when mpre 
thanfixty years of age, ufed to travel 
about, diftributing his charities, inftrudt- 
ing the ignorant, and fettling fchools in 
the chief towns, to the number of three 
or four hundred; where women were 
empjojfied to teach children to read, and 
books provided for them gratis, or fold 
at a firiall price. He ufed often to fay 
with pleafurc, " that he had two livings 
" which he would not exchange for the 
" greatcft- in England; viz Chrift's Hof-- 
" pital, where he ufed frequently to cate- 
'' chize the poor children, and Wales, . 
" where, he went fometimes twice in a 
" year to fpread knowledge, piety, and 
" charity.'' He was ever ready to embrace 
and oblige all men, and if they did but 
fear God and work righteoufneft, he 
heartily loved them, how different foever 
from him in judgment about things lefs 

neceflary, 
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ncccflary, and even in opinions that he 
held very dear. But neither his excellent 
temper, nor the eminent fervice he was 
continually doing could prefervc him in 
perfeft tranquillity. He was perfecutedta 
liich a degree even in Wales, as to be ex- 
communicated for preaching octafionally,. 
notwithftanding he had a licence^ and 
went conftantly to the parifti churches, 
and to the Lord's fupper when admi-- 
niftered in them. Yet this wicked op- 
pofition did not difhearten him. He ftill 
went about doing good, and was {pared 
for the benefit of mankind till Oftober 
1 68 1, when he made a peaceful and 
happy end, dying fuddenly in his fleep,. 
being then feventy-feven years old. 

Dr. Tillotfon honoured him with a 
funeral fermon, in which moft of the 
abovementioned particulars are recor- 
ded ; and he fpoke of his excellencies in 
that warm ftyle of approbation, which 
became a truly Chriftian Divine. Indeed 
he had a fine fubjeft for panegyric; Mr. 
Gouge being a man in whom none but 
zealots could find matter for cenfure ; nor- 
had fuch, fays Mr. Baxter, any thing ta 
allege againft him, but his " not confor- 
ming entirely to their impofitions.'' 

la 
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s In fomc of Mr. Gouge's ufefnl chari- 

[ ties, Mr. Firmin aflSfted him, efpecially 

I in printing his edition of the Welch 

Bible, which was a very expenfivc un- 
dertaking. To this good work, Dr. 
Tillotfon contributed no Icfs than fifty 
pounds *. Mr. Firmin aUb adopted Mr. 
Gouge's ufeful plan, for relieving want, 
and at the fame time encouraging' induf- 
try. Of his endeavours in this way, he 
' thus fpeaks in a book which hevTrote, 
intitled, Propofals for the Employment of 
the Poor. 

" It is now about four years fince I 
** fet up my workhoufe in Little-Britain, 
" for the employment of th^poor in the 
^' linen manufadure, which hath afford- 
" ed fo great help and relief to many 
^ hundreds of poor families ; that I never 
'' did, and fear I never (hall do an aftion 
^y more to my own fatisfaftion, or to the 
*^ good and benefit of the poor.'* 

The late reverend and ingenious Mr. 
Harte, in his cfTays on hulbandry ; page 156, 
recommends thisfcarce and valuable trca-^ 
tifeof Mr. Firmin's to aUthe loversof na^- 
tional oeconomy. It contains (as Mr. Harte 

* Life, page 50. 
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thinks) many ufefiil hints and obferva- 
tions dcfcrving of attention; and in feme 
things his plan- hatli been followed. The 
public, as Mr. Hartc obfei^es,are particu- 
larly indebted to Mr.. Firmin, not only 
for the idea, but the adual introduftion 
of parifti workhoufes for the more profit- 
able employment of the half-difabled 
and indigent, or fuch as are too young or 
too* old for the bufincfs of agriculture. 
Workhoufes indeed, owing to bad.ma^ 
nagemept are oftentimes wretched habi- 
tations j but if properly regulated, would 
conduce much to the comfort and ad- 
vantage of the poor. He employed in 
the manufacture, which he had with fo 
much benevolence and difcretion efta* 
bliftied, fixteen' or feventeen hundred 
. fpinners at a time, befides dreffcrs of 
of flax, weavers, and others *. The 
greateft part of theie could not "eaj»n 
more than fixpence in a day, though they 
worked fixteen hours. Provifions were 
then conliderably cheaper than at pre- 
fent, but Mr. Firmin did not think their 
wages a fufficient recompencc for their 
labour; on which account, he was yery 

* Life, page 31. 
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Kberal to them in his chapitics, clpccf- 
ally at chriflmas, and in fevere weather, 
and fo attentive was he with rclpeft to 
every thing which might contribute to 
tlieir convenience and comfort, that ob- 
ferving how much they vv^ere foiled by 
carrying away coals in their aprons, and 
in the flcirts of their coats, he provided 
canvafs bags and gave them, that lb 
there might be no circumftancc to lefTea 
the value of his charity. 

He was perfuaded that nothing con^ 
duces more to health than cleanfinefs, 
and that to keep pcrfojis clean, proper 
changes of linen were very requifitc ahd 
necciflaryj becaufc linen can be fre- 
quently wafliejd. The poor fpun much 
of this of a ftrong coarfe fort, and Mr. 
Fimiin, withthe affiftance of his friends, 
would fomctimes give away fifteen hun- 
dred fliirts and (hifts in a year; fo that 
thofe had it in their power always to 
appear fomewhat decent, who would 
taJke any tolerable care of their woollen 
garments. They were alfo encouraged 
in their labours, by perfons of fortune, 
whom their kind employcjj^ would per- 
fuade to come, and be eye-vvitncfics of 
tOieir poverty and diligence- Such as 

were 
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were difpofed to learn the art of fpin- 
ning had teachers hired for them ; a«d,, 
if any were not able to purchafe wheels 
and reels for fpinning, thofc were bought 
and freely given to them. Mr. Firmin 
would often take up poor children as 
they were begging in the ftreets^ and 
have them taught at his own charge^, 
providing them with things ncccffary 
for fetting them to work; but never dc- 
dudting any part of the coft out of their 
wages *• 

He reckoned himfelf fortunate, that in 
one year, in which he had laid out four 
thoiifand pounds, two hundred only were 
loft. This moft would thiidc a very 
eonfiderable, fum to be funk in one mode 
of charity, to which fo much time and 
pains were alio devoted. The lofs how- 
ever muft have been greater, had not 
many perfons taken off large quantities 
of thefe commodities on purpofe to en- 
courage fo good a work. The Eaft- 
India and Guinea companies in particular 
bought their caijvafs of him, fo;- pepper 
bags, arid other coarfe merchandize, which 
before, the^were fupplied with from. 

* Life, page 32. 
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foreign countries. When this trade had 
been carried on for more than five years, 
at the cxpenfe of a thoufand pounds and 
upwards, Mr. Firmin pubUflied a Book ef 
Propofals to engage others to fet the poor 
on working at the pubUc charge ; or at 
Icaft to affift him and two or three friends 
more. But neitlier the arguments 
which he offered in this book, nor fuch as 
he urged iji frequent converfations with 
\.\ic lord mayor, the aldermen and otjier 
wealthy citizens, could prevail upon ^ 
them to concur with his benevolent de- 
figns; fb that he was obliged to Icifen 
the fpinning trade *. 

In the year 1682, the whole difburfe- 
ment was two thoufand three hundred 
and thirty-feven pounds, two hundred 
and fourteen pounds of which were quite 
loft. And notwithftanding this charity 
was of fo manifeft advantage to the com- 
munity, yet tJie lofs increafed annually, 
there not being a fufficient number of 
pcrfons to be found, who would buy the 
manufaftures at the price they coft him. 
The deficiency upon all the work of the 
poor, for feven or eight yeaf^l together, 

* Life, page 33. 

was 



( 42 ) . 1 

was no left than twopence upon every 
fliiUing ; but Mr. Firmin was content, i 
and ufed to fay " two pence given them 
" by lofs in their work, was twice fo 
" much favcd to the Public, in that it 
*' took them off from beggary or theft*/' 
But the lofs in fome years was extraor- 
dinary. In the year 1683, though the 
trade increafed a little, his own difburfe- 
ments and thofe of his friends, were not j 
lefs than two thoufand pounds, and the i 
lofs four hundre<J. In the year 1684, the : 
balance not then received, amounted to 
feven hundred and fixty-three pounds ; 
and in the year 1685:, it was increaied 
to nine hundred pounds. To make up 
for this lofs, an eminent citizen, who had 
five hundred pounds in that ftock, quit- 
ted the whole principal, and required no 
intereft f . In the following years the 
trade ftill declined for want of more be- 
nefaftors, till the year 1*690,. .when the 
defign was taken up by the Patentees 
of the linen majoufadure, who agreed 
with Mr. Firmin to give him one hun- 
dred pounds, per an. to overfee and go- 
vern it. . i|nt this undertaking not an- 
fwering his expedations, or thofe of the 
■ * Life, page. 34. f ibid. 
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Patentees, he never received the promi- 

fed lalary, which was a lofs to the 

neceflitous JaboUiCrs, to whom he would 

in all probability have given the whole ; 

for he never wifhed to derive any pro^ 

fit to himfelf from their induftry: on 

the contrary, he loft upwards of five 

hundred pounds by employing them* 

> Once he drew fome prizes in a lottery, 

I to the amount of one hundred and eighty , 

f pounds, but he,i»efervcd only the money 

1 he had rifl^ed, and gave away the reft ; 

a part to fome relations, and the re- 

^ mainder to the poor *. 

!The fpinncrs being thus defcrted, Mr. 
. Firmin returned to the care of them 
again, and managed the trade as before, 
; endeavouring to make it bear its own 
! charges, and fupplying the deficiency of 
i tlieir fmall earnings by larger contribu-. 
tions of charity than ufual ; he befidcs 
made appUcations in their behalf to per- 
fons of all ranks, with whom he had any 
intimacy or friendflii p. He would even car- 
ry the cloth to thofe with whom he had 
fcarcely any acquaintance, telUng them 
" It was the poors' cloth, which in con- 
" fcience they ought to buy at the price fop 
I * Life, page 35- ^ 
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" which it could be afforded/' If the buy- 
ers were very wealthy, he would perfuade 
them to give fome of what they bad 
purchafed towards clothing the labour- 
ers ; and he took care alfo to be fbon 
paid for what was^fold. Without ufing 
fuch methods, he' could not poffibly have 
employed fo great a number of people, 
who always wanted their money im- 
mediately on the delivery of their work* 
This continued to be his chief bufinefs 
and care till the day of his death, faving 
that, w^hen the calling in of the clipped 
money occafioned fuch a fcarcity of cur- 
rent coin, that many of the rich had not 
enough to fend their fervants with to 
market, he was forced to difmifs fomc 
of his fpinners merely through the want 
of.cafh to pay them. He continued to 
take out of the general ftock, -to the 
amount of feven hundred pounds, till 
Mr. James, his partner and kinfman^ 
told him he fhould take out no more. 
This was not owing to that gentleman's 
difapprbbation of the workhoufe charity ; 
(on the contrary he encouraged, pro- 
motecl, and freely lent money to it) but 
as the whole common trade went through 
his hands, and| was managed by him, he 

was 
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was more fenfible than Mr. Firmin, that 
a larger fum of ready money could not 
be (pared for th^t ufe, without doing a 
material injury to them in other re- 
fpefts *. 

Flax and tow being very combuftibic 
goods, Mr. Firmin was always al ittle 
uneafy, leaft by fome accident or other 
the workhoufe, which was in the keep- 
ing of fervants, fliould take fire, and a 
fquib was once flung by fbme carelefs 
boy into the cellar, where thofe materials 
were ftored, but ppovidentially did no 
harm. Concerning the workhoufe and the 
fpinners, Mr Firmin would often fay, 
*^ that to pay the labourers, to relieve them 
^ with the money begged for them, and 
" with coals, garments, Sec. was to him 
" fuch apleafure, as magnificent buildings, 
^* pleafarit walks, well cultivated orchards 
" and gardens, the jollity of mufic and 
^* wine, or the charms of love or ftudy, 
" are to others/' In this he faid no more 
than the truth, for it appeared, on care- 
fully examining his accouilts, that he 
might have left a fortune behind him of 
at leaft twenty thoufand pounds, if he had 

* Life, pages 36, 37. 
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feldom or never his own. He was either 
employed in foliciting for the poor, or 
doing the biifniefs of fomc friend who 
wanted, his intereft, or attending thofc 
meetings which were held to confult 
the public good. It was of vaft advantage 
to him, in the difcharge of thefe many 
and important concerns, that he was 
always very expeditious in his difpatches, 
being quick above moft men in appre- 
hending, fpeaking, judging, refolving, 
and afting *. This natural fitnefs for 
iufmefs Nvas greatly improved by a 
readinefs and zeal, which prompted him 
to the moft vigorous exertions, whenever 
he could be ufeful. That was a pleafure 
to him, which to perfons of a fmaller 
degree of benevolence would have been 
a toilfome, labour. 

Mr. Firmin's known readinefs to engage 
in every undertaking, by which any good 
might be done, led fome well difpofed. 
perfons to perfuade him to fet up the 
woollen manufafture ; becaufe at this the 
poor could earn better wages than at the 
linen one, which he thought a fufFicient 
inducenient to make the trial j and ac- 

* Life, page 39. 
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cordingly he took a houfe for this pur- 
pofe in Artillery Lane. But the price 
of wool advancing very much, and the 
London fpinners, not being at all fkilful 
in drawing a woollen thread, after a 
confiderable lofs by them, and twenty- 
nine months trial he gave over the pro- 
jeft*, . 

Such were the methods which he 
took to prefervc his fellow creaturcs- 
from diftrefs. He (hewed equal liu- 
manity and compaffion to fuch as were 
involved in it. He was particularly zea- 
lous and aftive in redeeming^ppor debt- 
ors ou* of prifon, not only out of regard 
to their perfons, but alfoto the fituation 
of their unhappy and ftarving families. 
By his own liberality, added to his dili- 
gence in procuring the charitable affift- 
ance of fevcral worthy perfons, hun- 
dreds of unfortunate creatures obtained 
their liberty, who were held in durance 
only for the fees of jailors, or very fmall 
debtsf t The unrelenting cruelty of fome 
creditors is indeed (hocking to humanity. 
The extravagant and knavifh, without 
doubt, deferve punifliment ; but to detain 

* Life, page. 40. f ibid. 
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thofe whom lofTes or ficknefs, or want of 
ability to carry on trade with fucccfs 
has reduced to ftraits," is a moft deteft- 
ablc praftice. Did the punifhment afFedt 
the unhappy debtor alone, it would be 
exceedingly fevere. To be confined with- 
in the narrow bounds of a prifon, denied 
the benefit of wholefome air, made a 
.ccmipanion of the moft abandoned and 
profligate of mankind; to be excluded 
from the mean? of rffing into credit, of 
recovering a loft charafter, and becomiiig 
once more ufeful to fociety; all thefe 
circumftances render a prifon dreadful, 
to one of the leaft degree of fenfibility. 
Bat it is impolfible to conceive how ex- 
quifite muft be his diftrefs, who has a 
fond wife ftruggling with extreme in- 
digence, and a family of innocent babes 
weeping for want of their daily bread. 
When iuch fall under the iron hand of 
oppreffion, what divine pleafure muft that 
man enjoy, whofe generous heart dif- 
pofcs him to pity and to raife them up. 

Mr. Firmin, befides endeavouring to 
obtain the difcharge of prifoners, took 
care alfo for th^ better and eafier fub- 
fiftence of thofe whom he could not re- 
leafe. He would examine them concern- . 
C ing 
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ing the ufagc theyhadfrom'theirlccepcrs; 
and he fometimes profecuted jailors for 
extorting unlawful fees, and making 
other unreafonable demands. One jailor 
dreading the iflue of an examination 
hanged himfelf. If from time to time 
fome public ipirited perfons would look 
into the ftate of our jails, many (hocking 
abufes might be prevented. To prevent 
and jpunifh fuch abufes, a number of 
benevolent gentlemen formed themfelves 
into a committee in the year 1729, whofe 
praifes are recorded in the immortal 
writing* of our amiable poet Thomfon *. 
A bard like him would find a noble fub- 
jeft for praife in Mr. Howard, a gentle- 
man of Bedfordfhire, who hath lately 
been at great expenfe and trouble to 
examine perfonally into the ftate of the 
prifons throughout this and the neigh- 
bouring kingdoms and ftates, with no 
other view but the generous one of 
alleviating the diftrefles of the forlorn 
and miferable. The atithor of this life, 
though an entire ftranger to Mr. How^ard^ 
could not refift the ftrong inclination 

^ Winter, line 3B0— — 389. 

Avhich 




( 51 ) 

"Which hfe felt of paying this fixiall tribute 

of refpeft to his difinterefted goodnefs. 
Mr. Firmin continued to be the friend 

and reliever of poor debtors, from before 
the year 1681, to his laft breath; and 
being grieved that he could not in his 
private capacity, procure the releafe of 
thofe unfortunate perfons, the payment 
of whofe debts was beyond, the reach of 
common charity, he vigoroufly promoted 
Acts of Grace ^ by which the infolvent 
might obtain a parliamentary difcharge. 
He himfelf was never one of the national 
reprefeotatives, yet he had a mighty 
Intereft in both houfes, and was the 
caufe that many bills were withdrawn 
and. others pafled. That he had fuch 
great influence was fo well known, that 
once, when an Aft of Grace, for poor 
.prifoners (which wa3 liable to be, and 
was adually abufed by unconfclonable 
and knavilh people) pafled both the 
houfes and obtained the Royal affent, he 
was upbraided with it by fome of the 
creditors, and told it was his At} *. 

. He was not infenfible that fometimes 
people grow poor and get into prifons, 

* Lift, page 4U . 
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by being negligent, idle, proud, and in- 
temperate j yet he could not agree with 
thofe who. had no compaffion for fuch, 
and who would fay, that the extravagant 
and vicious ought to feel the fad confe- 
qucnces of their own folly. He was wont 
to anfwer to fuch reafonings *^ That it 
" would be a mifcrable world indeed, if 
^* the Divine Providence fliould aft by 
^' that rul^ ; if God fliould Ihcw no 
^* favour, grant no help or deliverance' 
** to us, in thofe ftraits or calamities that 
*^ arc the cfFeft of our own fins. If the 
*' univerfal Lord^feeks to reclaim and to 
*' better us by favours and graces, do we 
^' dare to argue againft the example fet 
"by him, and a method without which 
*' no man living may afk any thing of 
*^God*?^' 

Thefe were (entiments worthy of a 
true chriftian ! fome indeed arc fo bad, 
that nothing but feyerity will reftrain 
them from doing irreparable injury to 
fociety, the fafety of which every man 
ought to make the chief objeft of his 
attention. Yet to fliew mercy and to forr 
give will be ever amiable, even when it 

* Life, page 42* • 
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degenerates into weaknefs, as it certainly 
does when it fuffers every bad man to 
go unpunifhed. No exaft rules. can be 
laid down as to the degree in which 
offenders fhould be profecuted : men 
muft be determined by their own judge- 
jQients and feelings. 

Poor of one fort or another there will 
always be, and the' number muft be 
greatly increafed in a time of dearth, 
licknefs, or decay of trade ; which evils, 
though they be but temporary^ muft yet 
be feverely felt by thofe, who having 
little or nothing to begin the world with, 
arc broken down by fmall lofles. When 
fuch as itiuft live by the labour of their 
hands, enter into the married ftate, rigid 
crconomifts will blame them. Such, charge 
fervants in particular with imprudence, 
whofe wages .will do little more than to 
find them in cloaths, when leaving a 
good place they take upon them a load 
of domeftic cares. It is however well 
for fociety, that the diftates of nature 
fpeak louder in fonie than thofe of quiet 
and eafe. If none were ever coupled to- 
gether, but fuch as have an almoft certain 
profpeft of living without want or 
C 3 anxiety, 
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anxiety, the next century would find our 
part of the world but thinly inhabited. 

Mr. Firmin well knew how much 
thofe mull fufFer, who have large fami^ 
lies and fmall means, and for fuch, du- 
ring feveral years of his life, he begged 
to the amount of five hundred pounds 
per annum, anddiftributed amongft them. 
To render this part of his charity as 
beneficial as poffible, he would inquire 
of perfons the mod noted for integrity 
and liberality, who were the moft ne- 
ceffitousxand deferving poor in their re- 
fpeftive neighbourhoods. When he hiad 
been informed who they were, he went 
to their houfes, that he might judge 
farther, by meagre looks, number of chil- 
dren, mean furniture, and other circum- 
fiances, in what degree it might be fit 
to affifl them. He always kept and pro- 
duced exaft and regular accounts of the 
money intruded to him, but in time his 
fidelity became to be fo well known, 
that many of his contributors would not 
receive them. Sometimes the ftims in- 
truded to hini for the fervice of the 
poor were fo large, that he was enabled 
to commit a part of it to thofe, whom he 
knew to be charitably difpofed like him-, 
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felf; and when they had given it to fuch 
as appeared to be neceflitous, they would 
jcturn to him an account of their names 
and cafes *. 

In thefe diftributions Mr. Firmin 
fometimes confidered others befides the 
mere poor, particularly the poorer fort 
of minifters. He ufed to fend, upon oc- 
cafion, no lefs than ten pounds to a clcr^ 
gyman in debt, if his dijfHcnlties arofe 
from a fmall income or a large family ; 
taking care firft of all to be affured that 
he was a man of probity and merit. He 
once afked a friend concerning a clergy- 
man, whofe name is not recorded, what 
fort of a man he Was? his friend an- 
fwered, " That his mind was much 
" above his purfe, for he was charitable, 
'' ingenious, learned, and a father amongft 
" young fcholars who were promifilig 
'^ men ; but his living not worth ^bove 
** eighty or ninety pounds per annum." 
Mr. Firmin replied, " I have done much 
" for that man :'' a;nd his friend affured 
him that his liberality had never been 
better placed. Upon the death of this 
clergyman, his widow was afl<ed, whe- 

* LifCy page A-h 44* 
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thcr there had not been {bme acquaint 
tance, between her hufband and Mr Fir- 
min. " She faid the acquaintance was 
" not much, but the friendfliip great. 
** Her hulband had been acquainted with* 
*' many perfous of quality, and had expe- 
rt perienced their liberality through the 
** whole courfe of his life, becaufe his 
^' addrefs as well as his merit was fo re- 
" markable. But of his many benefic- 
" tors, Mr. Firmin had done moft for 
i^ him both in life and death. When 
*' her hufband died, his effefts would not 
« pay his debts, upon which fhe was ad- 
" vifed by a clergyman, to propofe a 
« compofition with the creditors, that 
" feeing every one could not be fully 
« paid, yet all might receive a part. She 
" confulted Mr. Firmin upon this, who 
^ approved the advice,- and was one of 
« the firft that fubfcribed the compofi- 
" tion, but remitted to her his whole 
« debt, and endeavoured to procure fomc- 
** thing from others, in which he did not 
« fuoc eedaccording to his wifti; but he 
« himfelf made her a prefent of a good^ 
« Norwich fluff, that very well clothed 
" her, and her four children *.'' 

* Lift, Page 45 46. 
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Mr. Finnin certainly judged very 
properly in thinking, that charity fliould 
not be confined entirely to the very 
loweft orders of poor. Such as have 
iived in reputation and credit, have 
more wants and finer feelings than thofe 
who have been always habituated to 
poverty y.and aredeferving of the peculiar 
attention of the benevolent, whiom Pro- 
vidence hath fupplied with the means of 
affording occafional relief, in larger funis 
than pence and (hillings. 

" I do not love (fays the celebrated 
" Pope Ganganelli) in one of his enter- 
" taining letters (if they be his letters), 
'' I do not love bellowing drop by drop, 
" or tying one's felf down to regular 
*^ alms-giving, fo as to have nothing left 
*' for an objeft in extreme wapt. It is- 
" better to refcue one or two families 
^ from diftrefs, than to fcatter a few 
*' pieces at random without compleating 
'' any purpofe, Befides, it would be pro- 
*' per to have always a fum in referve 
*^ for extraordinary cafes, for by this 
" (Economy you will have a remedy at 
" hand for unforefeen contingencies. Do 
/'not give into that wrong notion of 
C 5 ** charity 
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" charity which, without confidering 
" either birth or extraftion, Avould have 
" all its objefts clothed and fed like 
" the meaneft of the people. Charity 
^' humbles nobody, and (hould be pro- 
** portioned to circumftances and con* 
« ditions*.'' 



* Vol. I. Letter 50, to Count * 
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CHAP. III. 



Air Firmiifs Attention to ChrijVs Church 
and St. Thomases Hofpitals; to the Irijk 
and French Refugees; and to other Public 
and Private Charities. Some Account 
ofBiJhop Compton. 

MR. FIRMIN, during the laft twen- 
ty-three or twenty-four years of. 
his life, was one of the governors of 
that noble and ufeful charity Chrift's 
Church Hofpital, to which he was a 
great friend and benefactor. King Edward 
VI. that miracle of piety, learning, and 
difcernment, the glory of our nation, 
and the admiration of all foreigners, was 
its original founder. He was moved to 
this benevolent adtion by a fcrmon, 
which Bifliop Ridley * preached before 
him, juft as he was about to leave this 
World; which circumftance did not 
leflen his concern for the happincfs of 
thofe who were to remain in it. 

* Ridley's Life of Bifliop Ridley, page 396, 399. 
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Chrift's Church Hofpital was allotted 
for orphans and fuch as were naturally 
helplefs ; and it hath been greatly 
enlarged and improved, lince the time 
when it was firft erefted, by the. bene- 
£Eid:ions of feveral generous and humane 
perfons* 

The children are educated in all parts 
*©f ufeful learning; and by this means 
fuch a& would otherwife be a burden 
and even a nuifaftce to the public arc 
qualified for rendering it the grcateft 
iervices. The girls are about feventy 
in number, but above a thoufand boys 
are maintained, clothed, and inftruftcd, 
In writing, drawing, mathematics, the 
karned languages, and any other branch 
of knowledge, as their various geniufes 
may incline them, which is always 
attended to by the mafters, who are men 
of abilities, and frequently of great 
eminence in their feveral profeffions. . 

Mr. Firmin procured many and very 
confiderable donations for this holpital, 
and was unwearied in his endeavours to 
fee the charity of the generous properly 
applied* The Honourable Sir Robert 
Clayton, defiring to make provifion for 
a mathematical mailer, thought fit to 

propofe, 
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propofe, and, and by his intcreft with 
fomc great pcrfons at court, was enabled 
to procure, the cftablifliment of a mathe- 
matical fchool, for bringing up forty boys,, 
well fkilled in the Latin tongue, ta a per- 
fc& knowledge of the art of navigation* 
Seven thoufand pounds had been given 
by a citizen of London for this purpofe^ 
but the fund, out of which it was paid 
reverted to the crown at the Reftoration. 
King Charles IL however, was plcafed 
to grant this money, that it might be 
applied to tjie purpofcs for which it 
was defigned. Sir Robert, who had been 
the chief inftruraent in procuring it. Was 
highly plcafed with his fuccefs; and he 
was refolved to do fomething likewife at 
his own expenfe. Gratitude to God who 
had raifed him from a very dangerous fit 
of ficknefs, in which his life was defpaired 
of, led him to think of thus exprefling 
his obligations. Mr, Firmin had the hap- 
pinefs of being very inftrumental towards 
his recovery, by perfonally attending him, 
and giving immediate notice to the 
phyficiaiu of feveral fymptojns *• 

» Life, page 57. 
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Befides this, he bxiilt; a (chool at Hartford 
for the hofpital children, where many of 
them are ftiU boarded. The fchool coft 
five hundred and forty-four pounds, of 
which he received, by the charity of ten 
pcrfons, four hundred and eighty-eight 
pounds: as to the balaiKTc of fifty-fix 
pounds, it lay upon himfelf for any thing 
that appears to the contrary. It was 
alfo entirely at his own expenfc, that ho. 
fet up a clock and dial for the \ifc of the 
hofpital, repaired all the walls, and built 
two brick-houfcs, to be difpofed of to 
fuch officers, as the governors of the 
hofpital fhould fee fit *. 

It was Mr. Firmin^s cuftom to be 
prefent every Lord's Day at five in the 
evening with the orphans at their pub- 
lic devotions ; for at that time prayers 
were read, and an anthem fung by feleA 
voices, in the chorus of which all joined. 
After this they lat down tofupper at the 
feveral tables, under the care of their 
matrons. Here Mr, Firmin obfervcd 
the behaviour, both of them, their 
officers and attendants, commending or 
admoni(hing as there was occafiop. To, 

* Life, pa^e 58. The above is tcftificdby a certi- 
ficate under the clerk*a hand. 
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this fightr he invited, at different times 
all his friends, whether of the town or 
country; and before they went away 
he would lead them to the orplian^s bok, 
to wl^ich they contributed as they faw 
fit* A certain perfon who came from 
the' country, was fo well pleafed, after 
having feen the order and method of 
the tiofpital, that, on returning home, 
he made his will, and gave very con- 
fiderably to. the place. Here it fliould 
not be forgotten, that Mn Firmin very 
carefully infpefted the management of 
the food provided for the ufe of the 
lio{pitaL This is a matter too much 
neglcfted by governors of charities, and 
overfeers of the poor, as thoufands of 
our fellow creatures know to their for- 
row. He would not fuffer any negli- 
genccv of this fort ; and once when the 
children's flippers were prepared, think- 
ing that one of the portions was too 
finall, ^^e carried it immediately into the 
kitchen and weighed it himfelf. It 
proved, however, to be of full weight, 
and fo the cook efcaped the fevere re- 
proof, which any want of regularity or 
due care would have drawn from him *. 
* Life, page 60, 61. 
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him, whilft he was very careful to over- 
fee their proceedings *. 

One thing troubled the governors 
very much, which was, that they were 
obliged to rebuild the church of the 
parifh, in which the hofpital ftood. The 
fum neceffary for this purpofe, being 
£bme thoufands of pounds, could not be 
taken out of the revenue of the hofpit^, 
without great prejudice both to it and 
to the patients. It happened that the 
parliament was then about fettling a. tax 
for the finiihing St. Paul's Cathedral ; and 
the governors petitioned the houfe of 
commons, for fome (hare in th^t tax to- 
wards rebuilding St. Thomas's Church* 
But becaufe mapy other parifties prayed 
for the like affiftance at the fame time, 
the houfe upon a debate in a grand com- 
mittee, i^folved that only St. PauFs and 
Weftminfter Abbey fliould have any fiich 
provifion allowed them. Mr. Firmin 
was much grieved at this refolu- 
tion, but being determined that no me- 
thod fhould be left untried, he and 
another of the governors fet themfelves^ 
that very night, to draw up feveral rca- 

* Life, page 74. 
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fons, Ihewing that St. Thomas's Church, 
had a claim to fome favour in preference 
to 'the reft. They ufcd fach^ diligence 
as to get thefe reafons publiftied againft 
the next morning, and he and his affo- 
ciate gave copies of them to the mem- 
bers as they entered the houfe, telling 
them that they tnuft not expefl: to have , 
the fick and wounded feamen cured, if 
they did not pay fome attention to their 
requeft. 

The effeift was, that the houfe took 
the matt<fr again into confideration, and 
allowed three thoufand pounds to the 
•hofpital for the ufe- defired. The ob- 
taining this, caufed Mr. Fiimin to re- 
turn home with more plcafurc and fatif- 
fadtion than if an eftate of that value 
had fallen to himfelf *. 

In the year 1680 and 1681, the French 
Proteftants, driven from their own coun- 
try by the cruel perfecutions of Lewis 
XIV. came in great numbers to Eng- 
land, and made new work for Mr. Fir- 
min's charity and zeal. Of all objefts 
he thought thofe the moft deferving, 
\yho chole rather to fuffcr than to fecurc 
♦Xifc, page 7 J, 76. 
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their cafe by doing violence to the facred 
dilates of confcicnce. Whether the opi- 
nions of the fufFcrcrs agreed with his own 
or not, weighed but little with him ; fmcc- 
rity in what they profeffed was what he 
thought rendered them deferving the 
help of every friend to virtue and reli- 
gion *. Turks and Jews, fhould they be 
driven from any country, purely on ac- 
count of their faithful adherence to that 
religion, of the truth of which they were 
fully perfiiaded, ought to be cfteemed 
and received as perlecutcd for rightcouf- 
nefs* fake. 

The fufferings of thd French Pro- 
teftants exceeded all that can be con^ 
ceivcd or imagined. Bifliop Burnet, who 
was an eye witnefs to them, fays, " That 
^^ the perfecution was fo much beyond 
** all the common meafures of barbarity 
'^ and cruelty, that I confcfs they ought 
^' not to be believed, unlefs I could give 
" more pofitive proofs of them, than arc 
*' now proper to be brought forth, fincC. 
** it might prove fatal to many who arc 
*' yet in the power of their enemies t«^ 
But of that wliich Biftiop Burnet was 

* Life, page ji. ' f TwycIs, Letter V. 
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filent about^ from a regard to the fufFer- 
crs, the world hath been informed (incc 
by means of a pamphlet written in 
French, wher6 the method of dragoon- 
ing the Proteftants is briefly defcribed*. 
They were plundered ; they were tor- 
tured ; they were murdered with every 
circumftance of the moft unrelenting 
cruelty; and at the fame time every 
method was ufed to prevent their efcap- 
ing out of the kingdom. However, no 
left than one hundred and fifty thoufand 
fled to other countries, and vaft numbers 
of them came hither. 

The firft thing to be done, which 
was a matter of noTmall difficulty, was 
to provide lodgings for the large multi- 
tude who reforted to London, where 
the rent pf houfes is exceedingly high, Mi^ 
Firmin, whofc aftive mind always quickly 
fuggefted the bcft expedients, propofed to 
the lord mayor and court of aldermen 
that the pcft-houfe f , then quite empty 

. *i There are fome extrafts from this piece, if I 
remember right, in a valuable tra£l intitled Popery 
always the Same. 

f London being formerly more"fubjc6l to conta- 
gious dif^empers than now, this building was deiigned 
for the infe6lcd in order that the plague might not 
fpread univerfally. 

of 
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of patients, (hould be devatcd to the 
fervice of thefe ftrangers ; and feyeral 
hundreds qf them were accommodated 
in that large and convenient place. As 
for relief in money, many thoufands of 
pounds were raifed for them, moft of 
w^hich went through Mr. Firmin's hands; 
and to contribute in the moft effedual 
manner to their fupport, he fet up a 
linen manufafture at Ipfwich; which 
was the Tight way not only to prevent 
their being burdenfome, but even to 
render them of fervice to the public at 
large. Towards the eftablifhment of 
this manufafture, ercding a place of 
worftiip, and purchafing lome neceffarics, 
he himfelf contributed near one hundred 
and fifty pounds. Mr. Firmin's labours, 
for the refugees were of a long continu- 
ance, for the pcrfecution was carried on 
in France for feveral years with violence 
and rigour. In 1693, there were fuch 
numbers here, who needed relief, that 
befides granting them a brief, King 
William allowed them out of. his privy 
purfe, one ihouftnd pounds per moj^tb, 
for thirty-nine months fuccefRvely. The 
diftribution of this royal bounty, was 
committed to the. care of two bifliops, 
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twoknightSy and a gentleman, but the ma- 
nagement of it was left almoft entirely to 
Mr. Firmin, fome times with, but more 
commonly without their infpedion *. 

Whilft ]VJr. Firmin had this important 
charge upon his hands, he was obliged 
I to exert himfelf alfo in behalf of other 
; objeds, whofc dlftreffes called loudly 
upon the benevolent, whilft the near re- 
lation in which they ftood to this coun- 
try, gave them a peculiar claim to the 
affiltance of every inhabitant of it. 
Thefe were the Irifli nobility, gentry, 
clergy, and others of all ranks and con- 
ditions, who fled into England from the 
cruel profcriptions of James II. After 
the crown of thefe realms had been 
fettled on King William and Queen Mary, 
King James ttill retained a number of 
friends in Ireland, which abounded with 
-Papifts; and in March 1689 he landed 
there, with about five thoufand French 
foldiers and two hundred officers whom 
f Louis XIV. had furniftied him withf. 
J The Irilh Papifts, whenever it had 
been in their power,. had always treated 

* Life, page 51,— 54* 
f Tindar$ Continuatbn of Rapin, vol. III. page 
79, 80. 
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the Proteftants with the moft uiu-eknt- 
ing cruelty. The bloody maflacre ia 
1641 can never be forgotten. It has 
been computed that in the fpacc of a few 
months upwards of one hundred and fifty 
thoufand were a'ftually murdered, and as 
many more forcibly driven from their 
habitations, and compelled to endure all 
the miferies of cold, hunger, and naked- 
nefs *. Many then living had been eye 
witneffes of the barbarities committed by 
the Papifts, who, having now a king of . 
their own religion at their head, and a 
French army to aflift them, filled the 
Proteftants, as may well be fuppofed, 
with horror and dread. King James fuffi- 
ciently evidenced the favagenefs of his 
own difpofition in feveral Inftances, and 
particularly in an aft pafTed by his 
parliament, which attainted near three 
thoufand at once of both fexes and of all 
ages. Amongfl: thcfc were two arch- 
bifhops, one duke, fevcntcen earls, fevcn 
counteffes, twenty-eight vifcounts, two 
vifcounteffes, feven bifiiops, eighteen 
barons, thirty-three baronets, fifty-one 
knights, eighty-three clergymen, two 

' * ilapini yoL IL page 386, note ii. 
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; thoufand one hundred and cighty-oAe 

I cfquires and gentlemen; all of whom 

I were declared traitors and adjudged to 

fuffcr the pains of forfeiture and death. 

A claufe was alfb inlcrted, by means of 

which (bcfides what was enafted againft 

thefe,) the cftatc of almoft every Pro- 

teftant in the kingdom was forfeited *. 

And that the Proteftants might not be 

able to entertain a hope, that the rage 

' and fury would cool down, the king 

gav6 up the royal prerogative of pardon- 

[ ing, after a certain time limited by the 

ad: ; {b that there was no way left of 

avoiding the terrible deftruftion but by 

a timely flight. 

To England they came, which has 
long been the refuge of the perfecuted 
and oppreflcd, and amongft their nume- 
rous friends Mr. Firmin was eminently 
diftinguiftied by his activity and diligence. 
A brief was granted, of which he was 
one of the commiffioners. Befides what 
might be raifedby the brief, the minifters, 
church-wardens, and coUeftors of every 
parifli in England, were to give an 
account of what fums they had fcverally 

* Tindars Continuation, vol. III. page 87, 88. 
D 2 colleftcd. 
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coUefted. Therefore on many port days 
for a long time together, fevcral hundreds 
of letters came to his hands, and he him- 
felf received many coUedlions, and paid 
them into the chamber of London. The 
money given by the king and queen was 
alfo intfufted to his management ; and it 
was in a great meafure owing to his 
folicitation that the royal bounty was 
obtahnw;d *. 

The refugees were fo numerous and 
their neceflities fo great, as to require 
a fecond brief; and the fum total, which 
went through Mr. Tirnjin's. hands, was 
fifty-fix thoufand five hundred, fixty-fix 
pounds, feven (hillings and fikpence. 
The money was to be diftributed by a 
particular number of commiflioners, but 
he was the moft conftant of any man at 
their 'meetings, often sattending from 
morning tonight, without allowing him- 
fclf any time for his meals. Befides the 
fums regularly diftributed, he obtained and 
gave more confiderable fums in a pri- 
vate way to particular perfons, whofc 
i>ahk and quality fcemed to render it im- 

* Life, page 65. 
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proper for them to take off the common 
flock^ or whofe neccflitics required more 
than could be allowed oiit of it. For it 
was incumbent upon the* managers to 
give no caufe of offence, or lay themfelves 
open to the charge of partiality, fince 
any thing of that fort might have checked, 
the benevolence of the public *. 

^.But affairs in Ireland foon took a^iappy 
turn. In the month of July 1689, King 
William gained an important 'viftory on 
the banks of the river Bpyne, and obliged 
King James again to take refuge in 
France, his adherents being forced to 
fubmit to the conqueror. Their country 
being thus delivered, the Proteftant re- 
fugees were enabled with fafety to 
return to their houfes, employments, and 
eftates ; and Mr. Firmin ftrenuoufly ex- 
erted himfelf to furnifti them with ne- 
ceffaries for their journey. By a fpeedy 
removal they were materially benefited, 
and the charitable and generous of this 
nation, enabled to give larger affiftance 
to fuch others as ftood in need of their 
kindnefs. Mr. Firmin obtained great fums 
for this purpofe J and one gentleman (Sir 

* L^c, page 66. 
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Thomas Cook) gave no lefs than fifteen 
hundred pounds, an inftancc of gcnerofity 
ifvhich dcferves to be recorded. 

Mr. Firmin's kindnefs was fcnfibly felt 
and gratefully remembered, as appears 
by the following letter, from the mofl: 
Reverend the Archbifhop of Tuam an4 
feven other bifhops. 

TO MR. THOMAS JFIRMIN. 

Sir, 

Being occafionally met together at 
Dublin on a public account, and often 
difcourfing of the great relief which the 
Proteftants of this kingdom found amongft 
their brethren in England in the time of 
our late miferies, we cannot treat th&t 
fubjeft without as frequent mention of 
your name, who Co cheerfully and en- 
tirely devoted yourfelf to that miniflry. 
We confider with all thankfulncfs, how 
much the public charity was improved 
by your induftry, and we are witnefles 
of your indefatigable pains and faithful- 
nefs in the diftribution, by which many 
thoufands are preferved from periftiing. 
We know alfo, that Come who refufed 
to take out of the common ftock, as 
being defurous to cut off occafion of 

murmurs^ 



r 



( 79 ) 

mormurs, were however, by your media- 
tion, comfortably fubfifted by private 
benevolences. We doubt not, but you 
and they have the earneft of your reward 
in the peace of your minds, which we 
pray God to fill with comforts and illu- 
minate with his truths, making his grace 
to abound in them, who have abounded 
in their charity to others. And we in- 
treat, that you, and all fuch as you know 
to have had their parts in this fervice, 
would believe, that we (hall ever enter- 
tain a grateful remembrance of it ; as 
feme teftimony whereof, we defire you, 
for ypurfelf in particular, to receive this 
acknowledgment of your kindnefs to our 
brethren, and therein to your much obliged 
and moft humble fervants, 

J. TUAM. 

W. Clonfert. N, Waterford. 
B. Fernleigh. R. Clogher. 
S. Elpin. W. Raphoe. 
E. Cork aud Rofs. 

This was a letter very worthy of the 
cpifcopal charaifter, and a noble teftimony 
of the high regard in which Mr. Firmin 
was held. Nor was this the only tri- 
bute of praife which he received on that 
D 4 occafion, 
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occafion, for a reverend dean, who had 
been one of the fufferers, addreffed a 
poem to him " on his incomparable 
*^ charity and generous induftry in rehev- 
*^ ing the Irifli refugees/' In it he is 
compared, for his aftivity and zeal, to 
thofe miniftring fpirits, who, warmed 
with the divineft principle of love,' are 
ever on the wing, and fly without cea- 
ling to /svery place whei^e diflrefs calls 
for their aid, or they may be. able to ad- 
minifter joy. Preachers moved their 
congregations, but the eloquence of his 
tongue, infpired by the feelings of his 
heart firft moved many of the preachers; 
Qnd as the fufferers had loft all things, 
fo he for a while feemed loft to all things 
but them. Such are the leading fenti- 
ments of the poem*", the whole of which 
is expreflive of the higheft admiration 
and the warmeft gratitude, nor is there 
the leaft need of any grains of allowance 
for the poetical licenfe. Mr. Firmin 
was always very diligent in bufinefs, but 
more abundantly fo in afts of kindnefs 

* The writer of Mr. Firmln's Life has givcn.it 
entire, but the verfification is not fufficientl)^ fmooth 
to pleafc modern ears, on which account it is not 
inferted here. 

and 
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and charity; and he juftly dcfcrved (if 
it be poffible for a mortal to deferve) 
the title of a godlike mam 

At a large expenle he apprenticed 

many boys, and contributed to fet them 

up in trade, if they had (erved diligently 

, and faithfully. He juftly confidercd this 

as a fort of charity, that extended to the 

.whole of a man's life, and might be the 

g^round of piany charities in future, as 

it fuppli^d them with the means of 

rifing in the world, and of doing in time 

that for others, which fome had done for 

them. The clergy of London and other 

dignified perfbns of the church, often 

affifted him very liberally in this good 

and ufeful work *. And there was one, 

great clergyman, of whom he never 

fpoke without particular refpeft and' 

honour, on account of the vigour and 

aftivc zeal, by which he was eminently 

diftinguifhed in all the oifices of religion 

and humanity ; this was the honourable 

Pr. Henry Compton,,Biftiop of London f : 

whofe zeal againft Popery, when it was 

favored by the cornet ; whof^ oppofition 

to arbitrary power, when our liberties 



* 



Life, page. 76. f ibidy p. 55. 
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were in real danger ; whole unwearied 
endeavours to promote virtue and piety, 
and whofe generofity in relieving the 
diftreffed^ have raifed him to no fmall de- 
gree of eminence amongft the ufeful 
and worthy characters who have adorn- 
ed this nation. Mr. Firmin was a wit- 
nefs to his conduA when in the ftrength 
and vigour of life, and faw how nobly he 
aCted in difficult and trying feafons, boldly 
oppofing the will of his prince, rather 
than afting contrary to the laws of his 
country j^ and (landing forth as a cham- 
pion for the Proteftant caufe, when at 
lead to connive at Popery was efTential 
to a man*s intereft at court *. The 
biftiop was alfo fenfibte of Mr. Firmin^s 
worth, and had a very high opinion 
of him. 

There were at that time particular 
collections made every winter in the 
churches about London, for the ufe of 

* He was fui^cnded, in the year 1686, from all 
epifcopal and other ecclefiaftical jurifdidtion, for re- 
fufing to comply with an illegal mandates of King 
James's in favour of popery. When the Prince of 
Orange landed, the Princefs Anne put herfclf under 
his protection, and he headed a little army, who re- 
quefted that he would be their commander. He bore 
alfo a diflinguifliing part in the glorious Revolution. 

the 
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the poor in and near the city. Mr Fir- 
min was the man who folicited the king's 
letter for making thefe coileftions, _and 
took care of diftributing his majefty's 
and the bifhop of London's letters to 
the feveral miniflers of the churches in: 
London to be by them read and publifh- 
cd. He waited on the lords of the 
treafury to receive the royal bounty, 
and when all the moneys were coUefted, 
and paid into the chamber of London to , 
be divided amongft the feveral pariflics, 
by the lord mayor and the bifhop, no 
man could proportion their refpeftivc 
dividends with fuch exaftnefs ai Mr. 
Finnin, This was well known to their 
lordfliips, who therefore feldom made 
any alterations in his diftributions. In 
all thefe matters, the church-wardens 
made their application to and received 
their orders from him, for which pur- 
pofe the bifhop would many times fign 
blank papers, trufting that Mr. Firmin 
Would not fail of properly difcharging 
the truft repofed in him, and as to the 
lord mayor he was always ready to give 
his hand 

. The whole of this charity was for fo 
many years under Mr. Firmin's manage- 
ment. 
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mcnt, that he, happening to die fome 
days before chriftmas, the king's let- 
ter was not obtained till the twelfth 
of January following ; and when the col- 
ledtion was brought in from the feveral 
parifhes, the managers were at a lofs 
how to diftribute it, and were glad to 
take their direftions from his pattern *.• 
Much more however remains to be 
faid of him, before we come to l*peak of 
his diflbiution, for he was continually 
doing good, in methods as various, as 
the occafions which offered fhemfelves 
to call forth his zeal and abilities into 
a^ion. 

* Life, p. 54. 
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CHAP. IV. 



Mr. Firmin^s undaunted Zealin the Service 
' of his Country as a Politician and a Pa^ 
triot. His Enmity to all kinds of Lie en-* 
tioufnefs: his Endeavours to promote 
Virtue and Piety ; his firong Abhorrence 
of the Crime of Swearings and the M?- 
thod which he ufed to check this Vice 
in any of his Acquaintance. 

THOSE who have the Icaft acquaint- 
ance with the Englifli Hiftory, 
need not to be informed, that King 
James II. was excluded from the throne 
of thefe realms, for his open attempts 
to fubvert our religion and liberties. 
The eftablifliment of Popery and arbi- 
trary power appeared to be his darling 
objefts ; and thofe, who oppofcd his at- 
tempts, had much to fear from his vin- 
diftive temper *• The unhappy perfons 

* See the preamble to the Declaration fetting forth 
the reaibns tor exalting the Prince and Princ^fs of 
Orange to the throne. Rafm^ vol. II. p. 794— 5» 

who 
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who had joined thcmfclvcs to the Duke 
of Monmouth in his rafh entciTprizc, were 
treated with the moft unrelenting cruel- 
ty, as wer^ many others whom the 
king fufpeftcd to be unfriendly to his 
views* Amongft others Mr. Samuel 
Johnfon, a divine of the church of Eng-- 
land, who was a man of great learning 
and a moft exemplary charafter, felt the 
weight of his vengeance. He had fuf- 
fered impriibnment for feveral years,, 
not having been able to pay a fine, laid 
on him for writing in the caufe of liber- 
ty. Inftead of endeavouring to free 
himfelf from confinement by mean fub- 
miffions, he caufed to be printed and 
difperfed feveral fmall pieces againft Po- 
peiy. This was very difpleafing to the 
king, but that which inccnfed his ma- j 

jefty to the higheft degree was, " His ^ 

" hunible and hearty addrcfs to all the 
" Proteftants in the prcfent army.'' In 
this he endeavoured todifplay the reafons,. 
which ought to prevent them from be- 
ing the inftruments of the court in fub- 
verti^ng our religion and government* 
His arguments made fuch impreffions on 
the niinds of- the officers and foldiers,. 
tliat his addrcfs &c. was thought very 

conducive 
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conducive to- the Revolution, as moft of 
the army went over to the Prince of 
Orange about two years afterwards. For 
the piefent^ it was the caiife of no fmall 
fufferings to Mr. Johnfon. He was con- 
demned to be degraded ex officio et be- 
neficiOy to ftand three times in the pil- 
lory, to pay a fine of five hundred marks, 
and to be whipped from Newgate to Ty- 
bum. The whipping, which was rigor- 
oufly inflided December i, 1686, he bore 
with amazing firmnefs; and, notwitli- 
ftanding what he hadfuffered, continued, 
though in prifon, to employ his pen in 
the fervicc of his country *. 

It was, no doubt, imagined by the ty- 
rant James, that puniftiments, fo dread- 
fully fcvere, would caufe utii verfal terror ; 
but there always have been fome men of 
brave ipirits even in the moft dangerous 
times to ftand up for our liberties; and 
to Mr. Finnin's honour be it fpoken, he 
was one of that number. He was ever 
mindful of thofe who fufFered for con- 
fcience'^ fake, or for afferfing our juft 
rights. He printed a great many ftieets 

* See his life in the Biographia Britanmca, or the 
Biographical Didionar)^, alfo Burnet's and Rapin's 
Hiilories^ 

and 
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and feme books, the dcCgn of which 
was, to excite his countiymen to look 
about them, and prevent the ruin, which 
threatened our conftitution and laws. 
Like a great and good citizen he flood 
firm, and, in very dangerous times, pur- 
fued thofe meafures, to which his duty 
as a member of fociety direfted him, 
not moved by the fear of thofe confe- 
qnences, which, without doubt, intimi- 
dated many. More particularly he fet 
himfelf to oppofe with great vigour 
that attempt of the king's on our reli- 
gion and liberties, which was rendered 
plaufible and infqaring by an appearance 
of juftice and moderation. This was his 
Declaration for toleration and indulgence in 
religion^ which he commanded to be 
read in all the churches, merely on his 
own authority in contradidion to exprefs 
afts of parliament. Mr. Firmiri ufed his 
titmoll endeavours to convince the public 
of the very bad tendency and defign of 
this f]3ecious Declaration. He expended 
confiderable fums both in publifhing and 
purchafing fuch pamphlets as were writ- 
ten with a view to open the eyes of the 
people, circulating and difperfing them 
for the general good, at no fmall cofl to 

himfelf. 
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himfelf *. Let it not however be ima-^. 
gined from hence, that he was an 
enemy to. liberty of confcience in its 
greatell extent; never did any man 
pofTefs a more liberal and enlarged mind. 
But he well knew that, if the king had 
a right to difpenle with the obfcrvance 
of one law, he might do the fame with 

i regard to all, and then a parliament 
would be ufelefs, and our conftitution 
totally fubverted. This induced him 
Iftrenuoufly tooppofe the difpeiifing power, 
and though he was very fenfible that no 
worth or excellency of charafter would 
Iproted: any man from the cruel revenge 
of James, yet his heart was fo filled with 
love to his country, that fear could find 
I no place in it. 
The fuccefs of the Prince of Orange's 
attempt to refcue this nation from Popery 
and flavery was very dpubtful ; and, if it 
had failed, thofe, who favoured it would 
have become bleeding facrifices to their 
patriotic zeal. The fate of thofe who 
joined the Duke of Monmouth was then 
f refh in every one's memory. Mr Firmin 
however furthered the dcfign of the 

*, Life, page 6i, 

Prince 
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Prince to the very utinoft of his^ power; 
and, when he was feated on the throne 
of thefe realms, our diiintcrefted patriot 
had farther opportunities of teftifying 
how true a friend he was to the national 
intcrcft. A new government being hap- 
pily eftabliftiod, he contributed not a 
little towards its welfare and {lability. 

There has long been a prevailing in- 
clination in this country to encourage 
French fafliions, which have a natural 
tendency to effeminate, and French manu- 
failures, which muft certainly impoverife 
us. This fondnefs for the produftions of 
that vain fantaftic people has been no 
fmall fource of their power and riches, 
which it behoves all true Britons to ftrivc 
to reduce within narrow bounds. In Mr. 
Finnin's days particularly it was a moft 
important duty, when ;that ambitious 
Prince Louis XIV. afpired to univerfal . 
empire, and looked with an envious eye 
on Britain, which, after its happy deli- 
verance by the Revolution, became the 
greateft obftacle to the accompliftiment 
of his proud defigns.. 

To ruin and deftrpy us was the wifli 
and defire of Louis ; and therefore Mr* 
Firmin moft diligently promoted the ma- 
nufactures 
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nufaiturcs of the Royal Lujiring Company^ 
. which was not only beneficial to the na- 
tion, by fnpporting numbers amongft our 
own poor, but alfo a vaft prejudice to 
our grand enemy, by diminifliing a con- 
fiderable fburce of their riches. He, to- 
gether with Mn Renew (who was one 
of the French refugees) were at much 
cxpenfe to prevent the bringing over 
fiUts from France, and thofe other com- 
modities, which feveral merchants, en- 
couraged by the vain and frivolous who 
were more fond of the trifling orna- 
ments of drefs, than felicitous about the 
"welfare of their country, ventured, in 
ipite of the laws, to import. Mr. Renew's 
conduft was highly approved of by par- 
liament, who voted him an honourable 
reward for his fervices * ; and Mr. Fir*- 
min likewife deferved well of the public, 
for both thefe gentlemen expofed them- 
felves to great danger. They ran the 
hazard of their lives from the revenge of 
thofe whom they profecuted, who were 
enraged beyond meafure at the interrup- 
tion of fo gainful a trade, and the heavy 
loflcs to which a deteftion expofed them. 

* Tindal's Continuation of Rapin, voL IILp*37i — 3- 

it 
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It was Mr. Firmin whoh^adthe greateft 
hand, and ufed the moft eiFeftual en- 
deavours in procuring afts of parlia- 
ment \and rules of court for the fupport 
and encouragement of that company, 
which was fet up to furnifh us with 
filks manuf^dured amongft ourfelves, 
which hath been a great advantage and 
credit to the nation. And they were his 
and Mr. Renew's agents, who gave 
cither the firft, or at leaft very early in- 
telligence of the French invafion, which 
was dcfigned to have followed the projefl:- 
ed aflaffination of King William *. Both 
of thefe fchemes were defeated by a 
timely difcovery ; and Mr. Firmin was an 
honoured inftrument in faving us from 
the dreadful and impending mifchief. 

But zealous as he was for the new 
government^ and unwearied in his en- 
deavours to promote its interefts, yet he 
had a tender regard for thofe clergymen, 
who, from motives of pure conlciente, 
fcrupled taking the oaths of allegiance to 
it, and thereby loft their preferments. 
The dodrines of paffive obedience and 
on-refiftance, how abfurd focver they 

* Lifc^ page 63. 
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may now appear, hid been efpoiifed and 
defended by almoft the whole body of 
the clergy, during the reign of Charles 
II. When James was on the throne, the 
fame principles were inculcated j but his 
bold attempts to fubvert our moft facred 
rights, caufed a general alarm: and not- 
withftanding the clergy had been £6 long 
inculcating on the people, that kings 
were accountable only to God, great 
numbers of them were now convinced 
of their error, and allowed that relift- 
ance, in £bme cafes, was lawful. 

There were others, who, being too 
proud to acknowledge they had been 
miftaken, took the oaths required, but 
with fecret refcrvations, and the help of 
thofe quibbling evafive methods, which 
too often ferve^to lull men's confciences 
afleep, when they facrifice their integrity 
at the fhrine of profit and ambition? 
Ibnie ftill remained, men. of learning, 
virtue and piety, who refolving to adhere 
to what they had preached, refufed to 
take the oaths j and government was laid 
under the unhappy neceflity of depriving 
feveral as worthy of the places which 
they filled in the church as any of their 
•ontemporaries. 

Mn 
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duties of rdrgion excited in' numbers^ as 
had not been known for a long time 
before *. 

Mr. Firmin greatly approved the cuf^ 
torn' of diftributing plain ufeful books, 
as they might not only prove beneficial 
to thofe who (liould then read them, but, 
being preferv^d in a family, or difperfcd 
abroad, might become the means of do- 
ing good even to fucceeding generations. 
The feeds of virtue and religion, when 
once fown in a family, may continue for 
ages to bring forth fome fruit, and the 
forming one mind to real piety may, in 
the iffue of things, be attended with 
the happieft confequcnces to numbers. 
He often printed ten thoufand copies of 
the Scripture Catechifm, of which his 
friend Dr. Worthington was fuppofed to 
be the author. Thefe were given to his 
Ipinners and their children, and to the 
children of Chrift's church Hofpital, 
whom he alfo engaged by rewards to 
learn it by heart, furnifliing them firft 
with the means of inftruftion, and then 
propofing further encouragement to fuch', 
as were difpofed to make a proper / ufe 

* Tindal's continuation of Rapixii vol. III. p. 374, 

of 
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of them. Befides doing this, he lodged 
great numbers with bookfellcrs, to be 
fold at a chea']per rate than they could 
have afforded them, hoping that by this 
means fJiey would be difperfed all over 
England. He valued this catechifm, be- 
caufe it was wholly jin the words of Scrip- 
ture, favoured no particular party or 
perfuafion, and was therefore calculated 
to be of general ufe as it did not lead 
the young into controverfies and de- 
bates *. 

The members of the above-mentioned 
excellent focieties were men of worth 
a^ reputation, and they found greater 
berrefit arifing from their ufeful and dif- 
interefted labours, than merely exciting 
an attention to the external duties of re- 
ligion. Swearing, drunkennefs, lewdnefs, 
and the prcrfanation of the Lord's day, 
were alfo much reftrained; for they made 
it a rule to inforni againft fuch as offend- 
ed in thefe . inftances ; and threw that 
part of the fine which the law gave to 
them into a common (lock, for promoting 
- their other charitable defigns. 

As to fw earing, Mr. Firmin's zeal a- 
gainft that moft inexcufable vice, which 
f Life, page 50. 

E brings 



1 



( 98 ) 

brings the moft folcmn oaths, once re* 
garded as the bonds of fociety, into con- 
tempt, was particularly warm. If in cof- 
fee-lioufes, or other places, he heard any 
fvvearing, he would immediately chal- 
lenge the forfeiture appointed by law, 
and he always applied it to the ufe of 
the poor; fo that in the companies which 
he frequented, an oath was feldom heard*- 
It was alfo his rule to raife the forfeiture 
according to the quality of the perfon 
offending ; nor would he let a nobleman, 
or one of diftinguiftied rank, particularly 
a clergyman, get off at the ordinary rate. 
It was doubled or trebled upon them, 
efpecialiy if fuch were very common 
fwearers, or their oaths more -than ordi- 
narily profane and impious. If any refu- 
fed to pay what he demanded, he would 
tell them it was for the fervice of the 
poor, whofe colledtor and fteward he was. 
If they ftill refufed, he affured them they 
fliould be fet down by him in the lift of 
his incorrigible fwearers, and that after- 
wards he never would own them for his 
acquaintance, or fpeak to them as fuch. 
And fo highly was his friendfhip valued, 
that many noble perfons would not en- 
dure this laft, but fubmittcd to "do as he 

required* 
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rcqtiired *. As to Mr. Firmin himfelfy 
the friend who firft wrote his life de- 
clares " that though he converfed with hinl 
^' daily forahnoftforty.four years, he never 
" once heard an oath from him." In this 
he was the more defcrving of commen- 
dation, becaufe his temper was naturally 
quick and warm, and he had oftentimes 
great provocations to anger, one of the 
principal caufcs of ralh and intemperate 
{wearing. Would men of chara<9:er and 
-worth imitate his example, and alfo check 
the inexcufable profanenefs (and profane- 
nefs is ever inexcufable) of any who in 
their company are guilty of it, it might 
be, and in various inftances has been, 
attended with very good effefts ; for the 
extreme al)furdity of profane (wearing 
feems to be univerfally acknowledged. 

Such were Mr. Firmin's regards to the 
liberties of his country, and to the inte- 
refts of virtue. What rendered him fo 
fixed, fteady, and uniform, was his firm 
perfuafion of the truth and importance of 
1:he religion of Jcfus. He was a fmcere 
chriftian from inquiry and conviftion ; 
and he fought for the articles of his faith, 

* Life, page 64. 
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as well as for rules for the condud.of 
his life in the pure word df* God, His 
religious fentiments were the rcfult of 
cool, impartial cxaminatiou ; and as his 
attachment to thcfc fentiments, t(^ether 
with his zealous, but rational endeavours 
to promote an attention to them, has 
ever been reckoned a diftinguilbing part 
of his character, and caufed him to be 
much taken notice of in his own days; 
the next chapter (hall give an account 
of fome of the mod ^riking particulars. 
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CHAP. V. 



Jin Account of Mr. Firmirfs religious Sen^ 
timents^ and of his pious Endeavours to 

promote what dppeared to him to be the 
true Dodrines of the GofpeL ^ His great 

JCindnefs to Mr. Biddle^ together -with 

fomc Memoirs of that extraordinary Man. 
The Friendpup of Archhifhop Ti Hot fin 
and Bijhop Fowler for Mr. Firminy with 

fome Particulars concerning thefe emi^ 
nent and^worthy Divines. Other Injiances 

, of Mr. Firrnirfs Charity to the Sufferers 

for Religion. 

IT may be reafonably fuppofed that 
Mr. Firtnin's mind was imprefled with 
fentimcnts of piety from his childhood. 
The Reader will naturally conclude that 
this was the cafe, from the charafter 
given of his parents in the firft chapter ; 
for fuch as are truly religious will en- 
deavour, by all rational methods, to form 
the minds of others, particularly the 
minds of their children, to the lame tem- 
per. The diligence and fidelity which 
E 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Firmin difplayed when an apprentice 
afford alfo very good evidence of the 
pious care of his parents ; and he gave 
other proofs, even in his youthful days, 
of an uncommon regard to the caufe of 
religion. His mind was open to the re- 
ception of its pure and true doftrines, 
for he juftly thought that Iinccre at- 
tempts to imderftand the Scriptures, 
would always increafe a man's love and 
regard for them. 

His mafter was an Arminian, a hearer 
of the celebrated Mr. John Goodwin, 
who preached in Goleman Street *. His 
warm zeal for liberty led him to bcf a 
flrcnuous defender of thofe. by whom 
King Charles wa^ brought to the block ; 
for writing in defence of whom, he was 
excepted out of the ad: of grace which 
was paffed at the Reftorationf. Hehad 
alfo the hardinefs to introduce Arminia- 
nifm anlongrt the difciples of Calvin, 
which, confidering the zeal then difplay- 
ed in behalf of that reformer's fentiments 

* Life, page 6. 
•f I do not remember that he fufFered any puni(h- 
ment, but on Bartholomew day he was ejeaed from 
his li V ing for Nonconform! ty, Noficonfor?nift^s Memc" 
r/W, vol. I. page 151. ' 
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amongft his numerous partizans, was a 
very bold undertaking. But both, his 
courage and his abilities were very great, 
and by hearing his learned difcourfes, 
Mr. Firmin, who was naturally inquifi- 
live, became a free inquirer in matters 
of religion. In confequence of this, he 
foon exchanged the harfli opinions of 
Calvin, in which he had been educated, 
for thofe of Arminius and the remon- 
ftrants, which, he thought, were not only 
more agreeable to reafon, but alfo more 
honourable to God. 

But the prcdellinarian notions were 
not the only ones which Mr. Firmin, 
after proper examination, rejefted. His 
departure was much wider from" that 
which is commonly ftyled the orthodox 
faith. He was entirely ignorant of the 
learned languages, and alfo of the fchool 
logic and philofbphy ; but his underftand- 
ing and judgment were very remarkable. 
And to thefe endowments of nature, im- 
proved by as much reading and conver- 
fation as his bufinefs allowed him time 
for, was united a fincere love of truth, 
which rendered him much fitter to judge 
what were really the doftrines of reve-- 
' lation than moft of thofe who (pend their 
E 4 whole 
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whole lives in a college. Such have 
oftentimes a large ftcck of learning with- 
out any penetration, their knowledge 
confining moftly in an acquaintance with ' 
words, or the opinions of antiquated 
authors upon different fubjefts. And 
when learning and penetration have been 
united, there has been too much reafon. 
to complain, that, either through the 
pfrejudices of education, or the ftrong 
biafs of worldly intereft, they have been 
generally employed in. fupporting what 
is commonly received, or hath had the 
fanftion of the public authority. 

Mr. Firmin's mind was not thus 
ihackled. Uninfluenced by thofe preju- 
dices which biafs too many, he heard 
with' attention what Mr, Goodwin ad- 
vanced on man*s free agency, and becom- 
ing at the fame time acquainted with 
Mr. Biddle, was perfu^ded, by his argu- 
ments, to adopt other notions likewife 
with regard to the nature of the Deity. 
He it was who convinced him, that the* 
unity of God is a unity of perfon as well 
as of nature, and that there is no being 
whatfoever who can be likened unto 
the Moft High*. 

* LifCy page lo* 
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That there arc three Perfbns in the 
Godhead equal in power and glory, is 
ftill the dodlrinc generally reccivc-d ar- 
mongft chriftians; and at the time when 
Mr. Firmin began his religious inquiries 
the contrary had been advanced by very 
few in England. 

A woman, who appeared to be a 
weak enthufiafb, was burnt for her he- 
terodox notions on the £\xh}ciJt of the 
Trinity in the reign of King Edward VI. 
moch againft the will of that mild and 
benevolent you;ig prince, who fubmitted 
entirely to thp judgment of fome of his 
learned inftruftors, when he figned the 
warrant. George Van-Parre like wife, a 
Dutchman who led & moll devout and 
exemplary life, fuffered at the fame time, 
and in the fame manner for affirming 
*' that the Father only was God *.*' Bar- 
tholomew Legate, and Edward Wight- 
man, were alfo burnt in the reign of 
Jame^ I. That monarch, who was not 
a little vain of his theological abilities^ 
and very fond erf" difplaying them, ad- 
mitted the former to his preftnce, and 
endeavoured to convince him, that he 

* Burnet's Hiftory of the RefonnatioB abridged, 
vol. II. page 8i--8a. N 
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was in an error, but without effeft. 
Neither the arguments, nor (what is 
more calculated to weigh with moft 
xninds) the hope of favour from his 
prince, could move him from his allegi- 
ance to the God and Father of all. The 
converts to thefe martyrs (if they made 
any) kept their opinions pretty much 
to themfclves, very probably thinking, ^ _ 
that it would be in vain to offer any de- ,; 

feilce of them to the public, at a time j 

when men^s prejudices were fb ftrong, 
and the government fo cruel and into- 
lerant. 

Thefe circumftanccs were very dis- 
couraging to a young man, nor had the 
treatment, which his inftruftor met with j 

any tendency to recommend his fenti- 
ments. But as foon as ever Mr. Firmin 
was fully convinced, that the pcerlefs 
and unrivalled Majefty of God could be 
fupported on no other principles than 
thofo which maintain his perfed: unity, 
. he fet himfelf induflrioufly to propagate 
this belief. Thofe were encouraged by 
him, whofe abilities enabled them to de- 
fend the Unitarian doftrines in their 
writings, and at, great pains and expenfe 
he difperfed thefe writings abroad, This 

zeal 
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zeal expofed him both to reproach and 
danger, but fuch evils he always flighted, 
when they flood in competition with 
what he thought his duty. Mr. Biddle 
was a man of great note, much diflin- 
guiflied for real worth and excellency 
of charafter, and not a little by his many 
fufFerings. He was likewife fo highly 
valued, and fo generoufly aflifted by Mr. 
Firmin, whofe attachment to him made 
his own charafter the more remarkable, 
that it would be a great omiflion not to 
fay a few things concerning him; nor 
can an acquaintance with fome circum- 
ftances, relating to this extraordinary 
perfon, fail of being agreeable to the 
Reader, if he fincerely love the patient, 
faithful friends of virtue and religion. 

Mr. Biddle was born in the year 1615, 
at Wotton under Edge, in Glouceftei'- 
ftiire, and had his education at the free- 
fchool near that place. His abilities 
were very promifing, and even in his 
younger days, - a Angular piety of mind 
was obfei'ved in him *. When fent to 

* Life of John B'lklle, M. A. publlfhed in acol- 
ledion of Unitarian Trails, in 4to, printed in 1691, 
page 4. His Life has alfo a place in cveiy Biogra- 
phical work of any note. 

Oxford, 
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Oxford, he profccuted his ftudies with 
great afliduity, and was aliffays^more 
determined by reafons than by authority:. 
In 1 641, he took his degree of Mafter 
erf* Arts with much applaufe, and having 
received ample recommendations from 
the principal perfons in that iiniverfity, 
was cho(en to be mailer of a free fchool 
in the city of Gloucefter. . In this fitu- 
ation he was highly eftcemed for his 
diligence and abilities as a tutor, and al-^ 
fo for his virtuolis manners. He now 
fet himfelf to read the Holy Scriptures 
with great attention ; but no Socinian 
.books whatever. Whilft he was per-» 
ufing the facred writings he fervently 
implored' divine illumination, praying 
that the fpirit of truth would lead him 
into all truth. • 

• It cannot be fuppofed that a being, in- 
finite in goodnefs and mercy, would fuf- 
fer fuch a man to fall into any dange- 
rous error. Nor can it on the other 
hand be imagined, that God enlightens 
the mind fo far as to enable it to judge 
rightly on every point of controverfy. 
The moft learned, fober, and devout men 
have diiiercd widely in their fentiments ; 
froni whence we may infer that this 

diverfity 
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diverfity is, for fomc very wife reafbns, 
permitted. Mr. Biddle appears to have 
purfued his ihidies, in the manner which 
became a lover of the Gofpel. It foon, 
however, appeared evident to him, that 
the common doftrine of the Trinity was 
not well grounded citlier in reafon or 
revelation ; being free and impartial in 
judging, he was alfo^ very open and 
generous in (peaking, and did, as occa- 
iion offered^ mention thofe reafons which 
induced him to queftion it. < 

This caufed an accufation of herefy 
to be brought againft him, and, being 
fummoned before the magiftrates, he ex- 
hibited in writing a confeffion of Faith, 
refpefting the doftrine about which he 
was accufcd. This confeffion not being 
thought fatisfaftory, he made another 
more explicit than the former. He was 
not fuch an enthufiaft as to expofe him- 
fclf unneceflarily to fufterings, but en- 
deavoured both to avoid imprilbnmcnt, 
and to keep a good confcience. Yet 
this oppofition did not intimidatcr, but led 
him to examine the Scriptures on this 
point with greater accuracy, by which 
means he was the more confirmed in his 
opinions. He then drew up what was 

afterwards 
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afterwards publiflicd under the title of 
^' Twelve arguments drawn out of the , 
" Scriptures wherein the commonly re- j 
" ceived opinion, touching the Deity of 
" the Holy Spirit, is clearly and fully j 
" refuted.'^ Thefe he communicated in 
manufcript to fome of his acquaintance, 
one of whom was ungenerous enough to 
betray him to the magiftrates of GIou- 
cefter, and to the committee of parlia- 
ment then refiding there. In confe- 
quence of this, he was committed Decem- 
ber 2d, 1645, to the common jail ; which 
treatment was the more feverc, as he I 
was at that time ill of a dangerous fever. 
He did however procure a fpeedy en- . 
largemcnt, through the intereft of an j 
eminent perfon in Gloncefterfliire, who ] 
gave fecLirity for his appearance when- i 
ever it fliould pleafe the parliament to 1 
fend for him. 1 

Six months after he had been fct at J 
liberty, he was fummoned .to appear at 
Weftminfter, and he freely confefTed to | 
the committee papointed to examine him, ! 
" That he was ready to hear whatever ' 
" could be oppofed to him, and if he 
" could not make out his opinions to be 
" true, he would then honeftly confefs his 

" error* 
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•* error. What fliall befal me (fays he) 
" I refer to the difpofal of the all-wife 
" God, whofc glory is dearer to me not 
*' only than my liberty, but than my 
" life/^ He was here wearied out with 
tedious and expenfive delays, till at 
length his cafe being referred to the at- 
fembly of divines then fitting at Weft- 
minfter; be often appeared before fome 
of them, and gave them in writing, his 
Twelve Arguments againft the Deity of 
the Holy Spirit, which were printed the 
fame year. This made a great noife^ 
the author was fummoned to appear at 
the bar of the houfe of commons, and on 
being afl^ed Whether he owned the 
book and the arguments contained in it, 
he anfwered in the affirmative. Upon 
this he wa^ remanded back to prifon, 
and ^ the houfe ordered that his book^ 
fliould be called in, and burnt by the 
hangman, which was accordingly done. 
It has been faid, that in May 1648, the 
affembly of divines endeavoured to pre- 
vail on the parliament to put Mr. Biddle 
to death ; certain it is, to their eternal 
Ihame and diftionour, that they did ac- 
tually procure a cruel, unjuft, and perfe- 
cuting ordinance to be paffed, making it 

death 
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death to oppofe the fcntimcnts, which 
they faw fit to eftabliih, relating to the 
Deity of Chrift and the Holy Spirit. It is 
hard to fay, whether^ in this affair, the 
affcmbly were mofk defBtute of the tem- 
per which ought to adorn the miniftcrs 
of the Golpel, or the parlianaent of that 
wifdom which is neceffary for lawgivers* 
The former were met as the reprcfenta- 
tives of a very, refpe^table part o£ the 
church to confult about its interefts j an^ 
the latter, the parliament, had fbkmnly 
engaged to reform religion both in dif- 
cipHne and doftrine. This then was a 
time when full liberty fliould have beea 
given to all ^o offer their feiitiments oa 
religious matters ; and Mr. Biddle's piety, 
modefty and learning entitled him, at 
leaft, to a fair and patient liearing. But 
fo far was he from being able to obtain 
fuch juftice, that he probably owed his 
life merely to the great diffenfions which 
arofe ampngft the parliament on various 
fubje£ts. Neverthclefs, though he did 
not fuffer death, his confinement was 
made clofe for a while, until by means 
of the confuted (late of public afiairs, a 
fort of univerfal toleration was intro- 
duced. He was then allowed more li- 
berty by his keeper, who fuffered him, 
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itpon fecurity given, to go into Stafford-* 
fhirc, where a jufticc of- the peace entcr^ 
taincd him mofl: courteoufly, and left 
him a legacy at hisdeceafe; which kind- 
nefs was v^ry feafonabk, as he had been, 
whilft under reftraint, at vaft charges. 
The liberty which he enjoyed was, how- 
ever, biit of fliort continuance. Serjeant 
Bradfhaw, prefident of the council of 
ftate, being infornacd of the indulgence 
which had been granted to him, caufed 
him to be recalled and more ftridly con- 
fined. It was unfcfftunate for Mr. Biddle 
that the charge of herefy and blafphemy 
rendered him fo odious, that hardly 
any one would converfe with him. Dr. 
Peter Gunning, afterwards Bifhop of Ely, 
was the only divine who vouchfafed to 
vifit this good man in his fix ye^rs con- 
finement and reftraint. It ought like- 
wife to be mentioned to the honour of 
the great and good Archbiftiop Ufher, that 
paffing through Gloucefter at the time 
when Mr. Biddle's troubles began, he en- 
deavoured to convince him that he was in 
an error, though without efFeft. Thus 
perfecuted and forfaken, his whole fub- 
ilance was fpent, and not having enough 
to pay for an ordinary meal, he was glad 

to 
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to fupport himfelf in the chcapcft man- 
ner poflible. A draught of milk, morning 
and evenirjg, was very frequently all the 
fuftenance which he had. In thefe deplo- 
rable circumftances, his learning and 
abilities did however at length procure 
him Ibme. comfortable relief, he being 
employed by Roger Daniel, of London, 
to correcH: an edition of the Greek Sep- 
tuagint Bible, whicji was then about to 
be printed. 

In 1651, the parliament publifhcd a 
general aft of oblivion, and Mr. Biddle 
improved that liberty to which he was 
reftored, by meeting with his friends 
every Lord's day f^r the purpofe of ex- 
pounding the Scriptures, and difcourfing 
on thqn, being alvi^ays ready to defend 
his own peculiar fentiments whenever 
called upon. This made the London 
minifters very uneafy; but they could 
not prevent it. Dr. Gunning who had 
vifited him in his confinement, took the 
moft rational method of flopping thepro- 
grefs of his opinions, by difpiuting pub- 
licly with him in his meeting. Mr. Biddle 
acquitted himfelf fo well on this oc- 
caiion, that he gained much credit both 
to himfelf and his caufe, which fome 

gentlenica. 
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gentlemen of the oppofite party had the 
ingenuity to acknowledge, as they could 
not help admiring his learning and judg- 
ment, joined to a furprifilig readinefs and 
ilcill in the Holy Sa-iptures. 

This happened in the year 1 654, when 
he alfo publilhed a Scripture Catechifin, 
which brought him into frefli troubles* 
A complaint was made againft it in the 
hoxife of commons; he was brought 
to the bar, and afked Whether he had 
written that book. . He did not fee fit to 
avow it, as he' had done, when he firft 
flood before the fame tribunal, but an- 
fwered, in the truefpiritof anEnglifliman, 
by aflcing, " Whether it fecmed reafonablc 
" that one brought before a judgment 
" feat as a criminal fhould accufe himfelf ?'* 
To require this is without doubt againft 
all law and reafon, but hcrefy was ac- 
counted fo dreadful a crime, that, though 
it could not be clearly proved againft 
him (fince he refufed to betray his juft 
rights by making a confeffion of it),^ yet 
the catechifm was ordered to be burnt 
by the common hangman; and he, as the 
fiippofed author, was committed clofe 
prifcner to the Gate-houle, and denied 
the ufe of pen, ink, paper, or the accefs 

of 
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of any vifitant. And as if this were no-' 
thing, a bill was ordered to be brought 
into the houfe of commons for puniffaing 
him farther. But, fincc what had been 
already done was illegal, he obtained his 
liberty after fix months imprifonment. 

About a year after this, he was brought 
into greater danger. One Griffin, pro- 
voked to find that many of his congrega- 
tion had embraced Mr. Biddle's notions 
concerning the Trinity, challenged him 
publicly to difpute the matter. Thisr 
Mr. Biddle would willingly have declined 
doing, not being forward to excite frefli 
clamours, unlcfs fbme valuable ends were 
likely to be anfwered. Griffin, however, 
being importunate, the meeting was 
fixed, and a numerous audience beings 
alTembled, he afked " If any man there 
^' would deny that Chrift was God moft 
*' high." Mr. Biddle refolutely anfwered 
« I do 4eny it." The views of Griffin 
and his party were now anfwered. 
This zealot was by no meajis a naatch 
for Mr. Biddle in the way ot argument ,, 
of which being confcious, inftead of giving^ 
him another meeting, as was propofed,.^ 
he accufed him of blafphemy, of which' 
his denial of Griffin's queition was clear 

and 
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and pofitive proof, according to the ordi-> 
nance againft blaiphemy and herefy then 
but lately made. 

Oliver Cromwell, who had at that 
time the fupreme conmiand, under the 
title of Proteftor, was not willing, for 
certain political reafons, that Mr. Biddle 
fliould be brought to a trial, and there- 
fore kept him a while in prifon, but at 
len^h banifliedhim to the ifle pf Scilly, 
being weary of receiving petitions for 
and againit him* Towards his fupporJt 
in this confinement he allowed him one 
hundred crowns a-^year. It is faid that 
this penfion was obtained by Mn Fir- 
^jnin's folicitations, who was then indeed 
very young, but pofBbly by his agreeable 
addrefs and great courage he might re- 
commend himfelf to the Prote£kor's fa- 
vour; for Mr. Firmin when an apprentice 
ventured todelivcr a petition into the Pro- 
te&or's hand, praying that Mr. Biddle 
might be f eleafcd out of Newgate. Crom- 
well, though a friend to toleration, 
thought it his intereft to appear zealous 
for religion, in the common acceptation 
of the word zeal, and thus replied to his 
young petitioner; " You curl-pate boy 
*' you, do you think I will fliew any fa- 

" vour 
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^' vour to a man that denies his Saviour 
^' and difturbs the government r'' So 
ftrong was Mr. Firmin's attachment to 
Mr. Biddle, that he had lodged and 
boarded him gratis, thinking himfelf am- 
ply repaid by his improving converfatibn* 
In the year 1658, after about three years 
exile, the Proteftor, movedbythe repeated 
interceffions of many of Mr. ..Biddle's 
friends, ordered him to be brought back 
to 'London ; and nothing being then laid 
to his charge, he was fet at ^ liberty. 
Whiift in Scilly he had employed him- 
felf in ftudying the Scriptures; and bei^g 
delivered from confinement, he again rt- 
fumed his religious exercifcs, and his 
friends formed themfelves into a church 
of which he' was paftor. 

On the death of Cromwell, a parlia-*- 
ment was cialled, which, it was thought, 
would be dangerous to Mr. Biddle. He, 
therefore, took the advice of a noble 
friend, and retired* into the country tlH 
the danger was over; when he returned 
to his paftoral careJ On' the reftoratiqn 
of Charles II. when the meetings of all 
diflenters were regarded as fcditiou^ ! 

f Birch's Life of Archbiftiop TiUotfoh, page ^19. 
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Mn Biddle held his in a private manner 
till June 1662, when himfelf and fome of 
his friends being met for divine worfliip, 
they were all feized and Tent to prifon, 
without being admitted to bail. Upon 
their trial at the following fefBons, the 
hearers were fined twenty pounds each, 
and Mr.'BiddIc one hundred, and order- 
ed to lie in prifon till that fum was paid. 
In lefs than five weeks after, through the 
noifomenefs of the place and the want of 
air, he contracted a difeafe which put 
an end to his life on the 22d of Septem- 
ber, 1662, in the forty-feyehth year of 
his age. Thus was he numbered aniongft 
thofe ivho were /lain for the vwrd of God ^ 
and for the tejiimony of y ejus. He appears 
by the moft authentic memorials to have 
clofely ftudicd the Sacred Writings, efpe- 
cially the New Teftament, which he re- 
tained in his memory verbatim, not only 
in Englifb, but in Greek, as far as the 
fourth chapter of the book of Revela- 
tions. In his moral conduft, he was not 
only irreproachable, but exemplary ; he 
could not bear to hear a fentence of 
Holy Writ ufed vainly or lightly, and his 
mind appeared at all times to be filled 
with the moft awful reverence for the 

_Deity. 
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Deity. When engaged in private devo- 
:^ tion, he ufed frequently to proftrate him- 
felf on tlie ground, after the manner of 
our Saviour in his agony ; which pofture 
he ufed to recommend to his moil inti-* 
mate friends as the proper expreffion of 
the deepeft humiliatiom. 

Mr. Firmin's love and reggrd for him 
were no fmall proof of his worth ; and 
it is highly probable, that the early ac* 
ijuaintaiice which he made with this 
moft excellent man, contributed as much 
as any thifig to his firm eflablifliment in 
virtuous and religious principles. It would 
have afforded good Mr. Biddle very little 
fatlsfa£tion had he made Mr. Eirmin a 
convert to his opinions only : *^ He va- 
" lued not his doctrines for fpecul^tion 
" but praftice, infomuch that Tie would 
" not difcourfe of thofe points wherein 
" he differed from others, with thofe that 
" appeared not religious according to theuf 
. " knowledge. Neither could he bear 
*' thofe that dijQTembled in profeffion for 
" worldly intereft *.'' He had the fub- 
vlime pleafure of feeing Mr. Firmin im- 
prove under his inftruftions in the moft 
valuable qualities, though he was re^ 
* Life prefixed to his Traas. 
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moved to a better world, before he had 
an opportunity of feeing how very ex- 
tenfively ufcful his young difciple would 
be in this. 

Mr. Firmin was at all times very free 
and open in declaring his Unitarian fcn- 
timents, though they were then fo obnox- 
ious; but it was not till after the Re- 
volution, that he greatly exerted himfelf 
in propagating them. Antecedent to 
that period, the friends of the conftitu- 
tion were Co anxious about th^ national 
liberties, and fuch as attended to religi^ 
ous inquiries (b much taken up with the 
Popifli coiitroverfy, that but few had in- 
clination or leifure to attend to other 
difputes. Thefe, and not any fear of 
danger, feem to be the principal reafons^ 
which induced Mr. Firmin in fome de- 
gree to fupprefs his zeal during the 
earlier part of his life. The toleration 
a£t was no fecurity to fuch as avowed 
or p\ibli(hed his fentiments; on the con- 
trary a very fevere ftatute was ena£ted 
by parliament againft all who ia aiiy 
manner whatfbever oppofed or denied 
the ccMnmonly received doctrines con- 
cerning the Trinity. Notwithftanding 
this^ Mr. Firmin was at great expenfc 
F to^ 
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.tohaVe books printed explaining an^^- 
fending the Unitarian notions, and the£b 
he freely g;ave away to as many as 
would read them. He revered the con- 
Ilitution, and made a point qf obeying all 
the laws of his country, as far .as they 
were of a civil nature. It appear^ how- 
ever, from many parts of his cpndud, to 
haveJDeen his opinion, that magiffarates 
had no right .to prevent any man from 
profeffing thofe opinions, whix:h his con- 
fcience led him to adopt ; nor would he 
fubmit to that aft of the legiflature^ 
which interfered with the peculiar pro- 
vince of the Almighty. But fevere as 
the a£l was againfl all who<»pp<^d the 
c^mimon dodtrines, Mr. Firmin was 
never put to any trouble, though his 
zeal againfl them was fo well known. 
Nor did his reverend and right reverend 
friends decline acquaintance with him, j 
thinking it their duty to give all the | 
countenance in their power to fb uief ul 
and good a man. 

The illuftriousQueen Mary, that or-- 
nament to her fex, whofe virtues added 
lulkb to a crown, condefcended alfo to • 
manifeft the fincereft fricndftiip towards j 
him. She had heard w;th pleafure and 
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approbation of Mr. Firmin's aftrvityand 
diligence in promoting every charitable 
defign. Being informed alfo that he was 
heterodox in the articles of our blefled 
Saviour's divinity, and the doctrine of 
fatisfaftion, {he fpoke to Archbifliop Til- 
lotfon, and earneftly recommended it to 
him, to fet his friend Mr. Firmin right 
in thofe points, which (he deemed a mat- 
ter of great moment and importance. 
The Archbifliop replied that he had of- 
ten attempted it, but in vain, not being 
able by any arguments he could ufc to 
alter the opinions wliich he had fo long 
formed on thefe fubjeds. However, his 
Grace publiflied the fermons which he 
had formerly preached againft the Soci- 
nians, and fent Mr. Firmin one of the 
firft copies fr(}m the prefs. He was not 
convinced either by Dr. Tillotfbh's 
reafbnings, or his arguments from the 
Holy Scripttires; he caufed a re£pedtf ul aii- 
fwer to be drawn up and publiflied^ and 
himfelf gave the Archbifliop a copy of it# 
To this his Grace, after he had read it, 
only faid " my Lord of Sarum (meaning 
that very celebrated and worthy divine 
Bi(hop Burnet) fliall humble your wri- 
ters/' Dr. Tillatfon indeed in his be- 
F 2 haviour 
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haviour to- Mr. Firmin, as well as in a 
variety of other inftanccs, gave full proof 
that a man may be poffeffed of the moft 
fhining abilities, and her Taifcd to the 
higheft ftation, and yet retain all that 
humility and meeknrfs of fpirit, which 
is more amiable than common, in perfons 
To highly diftinguifhed as he was. He 
never expreffcd the leaft degree of cold- 
ncfs towards Mn Firmin on account of 
the anfwer made to his Sermons, but 
ufcd to inquire in the fame familiar 
manner as before " How does my fon 
Giles,'' for fo he called Mr. Firmin's fon, 
who is mentioned in the iecond chapter 
as dying when juft fetting out in life *. 

The regard which the ArchbUbop 
(hewed" Mr. Firmin, purely on account 
of his many valuable qualities, expofed 
him to the chargje of being a Socinian at 
heart, an accufation which -wa$^ entirely 
groundlefs. But befides his friendfliip 
with a chief of that party, he had given 
furious bigots no fmall •difguft, by can* 
didly acknowledging that the Socinian 
writers difplayed temper, judgment, and 
learning in the controverfy, between 

♦ Life, page ij. 17. Birch's Life of Archbifliop 
Tillotibn, page, 32i« 
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them and the orthodox. This greatly- 
offended all thofe zealots, who will not 
allow an adverfary to have common 
fcnfe or common hon^fty ; but it had a 
very good effeft on the minds of thofe, 
whom he endeavoured to convince of an 
error. In the book, which Mr. Firmin 
caufed to be drawn up in anfwer to his 
Sermons, he was ftyled " the common 
" father of the nation, and is acknow- 
*' ledged to have inftrufted the Socinians 
" thcmfelves, with the air and language 
^ of a father, not of an adverfary or a 
" judge.*' And it was added " that they 
^ were concerned for their own reputa- 
^ tibn to reverence his perfon and admo- 
^ nitions.'' Of what unfpeakable fer- 
vice would it be to the caufe of charity 
and truth, if all controverfies were ma- 
naged by perfons of fuch temper and 
judgment. 

The time, when Mr, Firmin was moft 
aftive in his oppofition to the doftrine of 
the Trinity, was the moft favourable that 
could be to the views of the Unitarians, 
the defenders of the orthodox faith being 
greatly divided amongft themfelvcs, fome 
oppofmg, with much heat and virulence, 
the explanations which had been given 
F 3 >y 
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by others. To give an account of the 
various folutions, which the advocates^ 
for the doftrine of the Trinity have of- 
fered by wgy of explaining this myftery, 
would be only to fet before the Reader,, 
innumerable fentences .of unintelligible 
jargon,, and which, as far as they can be 
underftood, abfblutely contradift one an- 
other. Eflences and cxiftcncies, hypof- 
tafes and perfonalities, priorities and co^ 
equalities, Unity in Plurality, and Trinity 
in Unity are . but a few of the phrafes, 
whicli men have invented . ta exprefr 
their ideas on this fubjeft. If it be a 
doftrine of revelation that there are 
" Three perfbns in the Godhead, and 
" that thefe three are one God equal in: 
'^ power and glory, the Son begotten of 
" the Father, and the Holy Ghoft pro- 
^^ ceeding from the Father and the Son,. 
" and yet none to be afore or after 
" another, none to be greater or Icfs than 
^Vanothcr:" If fuch be the cxprefs doc- 
trine of revelation, yet all attempts to 
explain it only darken the matter; for- 
languagc does not furnifti us with words 
to defcribe, nor has the Divine Being- 
given us ideas to comprehend it; and- 
therefore all fuch endeavours are urt- 

/ profitable 



r 



C »^7 ) 

j?rofitable and vain. However there were 
fcveral divines, contemporaries with Mr. 
Firmin, 'who diftinguifttcd themfelves 
by the various efforts which they made 
to render intelligible what all acknow- 
ledged to be a myftery. Their different 
folutions only ferved to puzzle the queC- 
tion, and though all endeavoured to ex- 
plain the thing, yet, as their definitions 
happened to becontradiftory, they abufed . 
each other moft heartily as heretics and 
infidels. 

The chief of thefc renowned cham- 
pions were the two celebrated doftors 
South and Sherlock. Both of them men 
of genius and learning, but each im- 
moderately attached to his own peculiar 
notions, i>and bent upon defending them 
with all the fury, which theological zeal 
could infpire. South's friends, who 
were the moft numerous and powerful 
party, made complaint to the heads of 
the colleges at Oxford, the univerfity of 
which cenfured Sherlock's notions by a 
folemn decree in convocation, wherein 
they were declared to be " Falfe, impious 
" and heretical, and his book ordered to 
" be burned by the hands of the common 
*' hangman/' Sherlock treated the Ox- 
F4 ford 
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ford decree with the utmofl contempt^ 
retorting the charge of herefy upon his 
antagoniils ; each party had their refpec- 
live adherents, and in the courfc of the 
debate various folutions of the myftery 
were propofed by different writers, who 
maintained their refpeftive and contra- 
didory opinions with no fmall degree of 
warmth and rancour. Thcfe debates 
caufed the Unitarian party to triumph 
not a little ; for they thought it abfurd 
that they (bould be condemned for not 
receiving adolftrine, which the moft learn- 
ed of its advocates could not agree in 
explaining, but on the contrary, treated 
each other as infidels, atheifts and damn- 
able heretics *. Whilft fo many reve- 
rend divines were abufing each, other, 
and making farther divifibns in the 
Chriftian Church, Mr, Firmin, a private 
perfon and a tradefman, endeavoured to 
the beft of his abilities to promote peace 
and unity. 

Thofe who warmly contended for a 
Trinity of perfons in the Deity, yet dif- 
fered greatly from one another about the 
meaning of the term perfon., Whilft fomc 

* Tindal'g Continuation of Rapin, vol. II L pagc^ 
520^ 21^ and Burnet's Hiftoiy of his own Times. 
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fey that thi*ee divine pcrfons are threft 
minds, fpirits, fubftances and beings, eter- 
nal, infinite Sec. others rejeft this as he- 
refy, blafphemy and tritheifm. To re- 
concile the doftrine of the Trinity with 
the perfeft unity of God, has perplexed 
the learned exceedingly; and various 
,have been the phrafcs and terms, which 
they have adopted. The unfooiptural 
expreflions made ufe of in thefe debates, 
the Unitarians difapproved; but they 
thought, that, notwithftanding the learn*- 
cd had fo greatly perplexed themfclves 
and their readers,^ the things intended by 
thefe terms were in faft agreeable to 
their fentiments, or at leaft that they 
might be allowed to ufe them in their 
own fcnfe. Such was the advantage 
which the Unitarians made of the dif- 
putes amongft their adverfarics, whofe 
quarrels gave birth to the Agreement be-- 
tivecn ihe Unitarians and the Catholic 
Church ; a book which was written 
chiefly at the inftance of Mr. Firmin, in 
anfwcr tofevcral Trinitarian writers, who 
had charged his party with herefy. After 
this treatife had been examined and cor- 
edted, it was publiflied by Mr. Firmin, 
and that with more fatisfa^tion than ever 
5 he 
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he had felt in fending forth the many 
controverfial waitings, which his fincere 
love of truth had induced him to fprcad 
abroad in the world *. It is not to be 
wondered at, that a perfbn of Mr. Fir- 
min's difpofition, ihould be €o ready to 
embrace a reconciliation with the Churchi 
He was ever a lover of peace, and ai- 
rways conformed as far as he could, ac- 
.Gordipg to that direftipn of the Apoftle's^ 
*' Whereunto we have already attained, 
^ let us walk by the fame rule ;'' which 
he, with many learned interpreter^ un- 
derftopd thus, ^ conform to the doc- 
** trines, terms and ufiiges that are com^ 
^ monly received as far as you can: if in 
^ fome things you differ from the Church, 
^ yet agree' with her and walk by her 
** rule, to the utm<rfl that in confcience 
** you may/' From this principle it was^ 
that he never approved of a reparation 
from the Church, merely on account of 
ceremonies, habits, forms of govcrment, 
or any of the bare circumllantials of re^ 
iigion; and perluaded many to 'conform, 
"whoobjeited nothing more to the efta- 
bliflmicnt than fuch things as thefe f. 
Chriftians ihould undoubtedly " ftudy 
- * Life,, page 20, f Life, page ar, - 
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." the things which make for peace*' but 
if the bcft and moft efFeftual way to re- 
ftore peace, be to reftore religion to its 
original fimplicity and purity, thofe fcem 
to purfue the propereft method, who re*- 
fufe to join, as ftated worfliippcrs, with 
any Church whatfoever, which impofes 
unfcriptural terms of conformity either 
on miniilers or people. Thofe who pea- 
ceably diffent from eftabliihments, and 
perfuade others to do fo, may be as de- 
firous of unity and concord as thofe who 
comply with themy and think they arc 
purfuing a method moft agreeable to the 
integrity required by the Gofpel. But 
though Mr. Firmin laid no ftrefs on forms, 
and ceremonies, many, perhaps, will 
Wonder, liQW he, being a Socinian, or, 
as it has been faldj"^ an Arian *, could 

conform 

* Dr. Birch afferts this in his Life of Archbifhop 
Tillotfon, page 320. I fuppofe on the authority of 
Bifhop Burnet's Hillory of his own Times, vol. III. 
page 292. Whether Bifhop Burnet heard Mr. Fir- 
roin explain himfelf on this head, or received fuch an 
account from fom'e other hand he hath not told* us. 
In all probability he was miflaken. The books which 
Mr. Firmin diftributed, favoured the Socinian fcheme, 
which feems to have been adopted by all the Unitari- 
ans of that age. The Arians were hardly ever fpoken ^ 
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conform to the Church in itir worfiiij^ 
Much dexterity muff certainly be necci- 
iary^ to reconcile the Athanaiian creed 
with the belief cf the pcrfeA unity and 
abfolute unrivalled fupremacy of the 
One God ; and ftill more to juitify the of- 
fering up (Jiftinft prayers to three perfons^ 
when he, who ufcs thefe forms^ means 
to addrefs one perfon only* Befides^ the 
conftant repetition of thefe terms and 
phrafes muff neceflarily lead the greater 
part of mankind into fentiments and ideas, 
very oppofite to thofc which the Unita- 
rian adopts concerning the Deity. How, 
then, can a fincere lover of truth recon- 
cile himfelf to the ufe of them ?- To all 
this it may be replied, with rcfpeft to 
Mr. Firmin, that his cafe was a very par- 
ticular one. It does not appear that any 
Unitarian fociety was kept up after the 
death of Mr. Biddle. The diflenters of 
that age were not only Trinitarians, but 
likewife in general more attached to the 
Calviniftical dodtrines than the clergy, 
moft of whom indeed rejected them. 

of inu England till Dr. Clarke and Mr. Whifton were 
charged with reviving dodtrines fimilar to thofe, 
which had been of old maintaiaed by Arius and hia 
followeiv 
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The Quakers, befides renouncing the po- 
fitive ordinances of chriftianity, were 
then very enthufiaftical. Mr. F^irmin was, 
therefore, under the difagrceable neceflity 
of attending no public worfhip at all, or 
of joining where forms were ufed, and 
doftrines delivered, to which he had 
material objeftions. No ^wonder then 
that he endeavoured to reconcile himfelf 
to the ufe of Tome improper terms and 
expreflions, rather than be deprived of 
all the pleafures of focial devotion. Had 
he lived in theie days, there is great 
reafon to fuppofe, that he would have 
joined. in communion with fome of thofe 
private foci^ties^ where forms and ex- 
preflions merely of human invention are 
exploded, and the one God and Father of 
all is worfhipped through the one Media- 
tor Jefus Chrift, in whofc name the aC- 
fiftance of the Blefled Spirit of grace and 
truth is humbly implored. Several cler- 
gymen, of moft refpedable and worthy 
charafters, have within thefe few years 
thought it thetr duty to refign their pre- 
ferments, rather than continue to Join in 
forms which their confciences difapprov- 
cd J and certainly this is ading a worthy 

an4 
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and upright part *. Mn Firmin purfued 
the courie which he thought beft, un- 
biafled by any regard to his private in- j 
tercft, or the apprchcnfion of being I 

thought fingular. Thofe worldly confi- 
derations, which have great weight with 
many, had none with him. ' He was ne- 
ver afliamed of the Gofpel of Chrift, nor 
of thofe fentiments, which he had formed 
concerning it ; but he ever avowed and 
did his bed to fupport and countenance 
th^. 

But though, by taking advantage of j 

the explanations, which fome great di- ' 

vines had given of the Trinitarian docftrinc, 
he thought he might venture to profefs 
himfelf to be really of the fame mind with 
the Cathplic Church, andthe Church of * 

England, yet herefolved to continuehis en- j 

deavours, " That no falfe notion of the Tri- 1 

" nity Ihould corrupt the fincere faith of 
" the Unity. Hevyasperfuadedthat the ar- 
" tide of the Unity is the firft article of 
" Chriftianity, the article that diftinguiflies 
" Chriftians from Pagans : as the belief 

. * The names of Robcrtfon, Lindfc}'*; Jebb, and 
Evanfon are well known, nor are thefe the only ones 
who have lately from motives of pure confcience lehr 
the eftablifhed church. 
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•^ of the Meffiah already come diftin- 
•^ guifhes us from the Jews. He judged 
*' that though the unfcriptural terms Tri- 
^ nity, three divine pc'rfons, and fuch 
*' like, m the fenfe they are intended by 
'*' the Church, contain a doftrine which 
" is true j yet taken in the fenfe they 
** bear in common familiar Ipcech, in 
** which fenfe the greater number of 
" m^n (almoft all the unlearned) muft 
" needs underftand them; they imply 
^a more grofs and abfurd polytheifm, 
^ than any of the old heathens were 
^ guilty of. He that undcrftands three 
** Divine Perfons to be three (diftind, 
** infinite, all perfeft) fpirits or beings, 
** or minds, three creators, three feveral 
" objcfts of worlhip, is more guilty of 
^ polytheifm, than the Greeks or Romans 
^'' ever were before their converfion to 
^' Chriftianity. For though they and 
*' other nations, were heathens^ that is 
" polytheifts, aflerters of more gods; 
" yet they never believed more than one 
'^ infinite, all perfedl fpirit, the father 
" and. king of the lefler deities. Mr. 
** Firmin knew well that the majority of 
^^ vulgar chriftians, and not a few lear- 
-*^€d men, have trithciftic notions or 

conception 



'TSi 



( 136 ) 

" conceptions of -the Trinity or t^ rce Di-* 
" vine Pcrfons each of which is God r 
" namely, that they are three diftinfti, 
*' infinite, all perfcd: minds or fpirits. 
^' Meeting this every day in converiation 
^^ as well as in books, he was not lefs 
" zealous for the doftrine of the Unity 
" after the publication of the fcheme of 
" agreement than before ; and therefore 
" he propofed, befides the continuation of 
'' his former efforts, to hold aflemblies^ 
" for divine worftiip, diflinft from the 
" aflemblies of any other denomination 
" of chriftians. But he did not intend 
^'^thefe aflemblies or congregations by 
" way of • fchifm or feparation from the 
" Church; but only as Fraternities j'n /Ae 
" Chiirch^ who would undertake a more 
** efpecial care of that article, for the 
" fake of which it is certain both the 
*', Teftaments were written- The great 
" defign andfcope of both Teftaments, and 
" the reafon* that they were given by 
" God, was to regain mankind X,o the 
" belief and acknowledgment of but one 
" God; to deftroy polytheifm of all forts- 
" Mr. Firmin intended to recommend it 
" to the Unitarian congregations, as the 
" very rcafoa of their diftinft aflbmbling^; 

" to 
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" toi be particularly mindfoil of, and 
" zealous for, the article of the Unity, to 
** caufe it to be fo explained in their af- 
*' femblies, catechifms and books (with- 
'* put denying or fo much as fupprcffing 
'^ tjie catholic doftrine of the Trinity) 
*S*h.at all men might eafily and readily 
*' know in what fenfe the tJnity of God 
" is to be believed, and the myftery of a 
" Trinity of Divine Perfons (each of 
" them God) is to be interpreted. Mr. 
" Firmin feared that without fuch aC- 
" femblies, the continual ufe of term«, 
^' which in their ordinary fignification 
" are confefled by all to imply three 
" Gods, would paganize at fome time 
" the whole Chiiftian Church *. 

This plan of Mr. Firmin's did not 
take place, for he died before it could 
well be put into execution. Many per- 
haps will be of opinion, that it was by 
no means a fufficient proteft againft the 
ufe of phrafes, which were thought to 
have fo dire£t a tendency to lead men 
into the belief of a doctrine, which fub- 
verted that important article the Unity 
of God. A total fcparation from all 

* An account of Mr. Firmin*8 religion annexed 
to hi» Life, page jO. 51. ' 
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churches, where fuch forms are ufedy 
feems to be the duty of every Unitarian j. 
cfpecially if he live in a place where a 
Unitarian fociety is or may be fet on 
foot. Thofe, who feparate from' an 
eftabliftiment, may ftill be joined in itf-* 
fpftion and love to all its finccre iM 
pious members; for furely the warmeft 
charity may, and oftentimes docs fubfift, 
between thofe who worfhip in different 
places, and make ufe of different forms. 
A unity of founds in the bonds of igno- 
rance, or a unity of practice id the bonds 
of hyprocrify, is by no means defireabl^. 
To promote a unity of (pirit in the bonds 
of peace ftiould be the endeavour of all 
the fincere inquirers after truth j and 
fuch a unity will be moft likely to fub- 
fift between thofe,' who, however they^ 
may differ from one another^ are all im- 
partial and upright in their refcarches, 

Mr. Firmin, befides his attachment to 
Mr. Biddle, evidenced in the early part 
of his. life a generous regard for thofe 
who iuffered on account of their Uni- 
tarian opinions. It was in the year 1658, 
when he was a very young man, that the 
Unitarians were baniflied from Poland. 
- Thofe who, ^ about the time of the Re- 
formation*, 
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formation, firft began to have doubts 
concerning the doftrine of the Trinity, 
were fome learned and inquifitive perfons 
in the ftate of Venice, who held meetings 
where they- converfed with freedom on 
religious fubjcdts. Some of thefc by the* 
vigilance of the Popifh emiflaries were 
fcized and put to death, others fled ta 
different countries, and Laelius Socinus,' 
who was born of a moft noble family, 
betook himfelf to Poland, and having in- 
filled his fentiments into the queen's 
confeflbr, who defended them in writing, 
they were adopted by feveral learned 
men. This was about the year 15J8, 
and long before the celebrated Fauftus 
Socinus * vifited that kingdom. As the 
Socinians increafcd in numbers and repu- - 
tation, many privileges were granted to 
them about the year 1600, and feveral 
fkjurifhing fbcietics were formed, pro- 
tefted, and countenanced by perfons 
oi the higheft rank. After having en- 

* Such as are defirous of knowing, what was the * 
real chrara<£ter, and what were the real fentiments of 
that noted man, may obtain full fatisf;idion from the. 
very accurate and impartial account which Mr TouU 
min hath given in his ** Memoirs of the Life, Charac- 
ter, Sentiments and Writings of Fauitua Socinus. 
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joyed honoul" and (ecurity for ncarl/ 
threcfcorc years, and diftinguiflied them- 
felves not a Jittle by their many learned 
writings, a decree was made, and an edid: 
iflued out, by which all Unitarians, who 
would not embrace the Roman Catholic 
religion, were banifhed out of Poland, 
two years being however allowed them 
to fell their eftates and eiFedts *. 

The Unitarians upon this left Poland 
and fettled, fbme in Tranfylvania, where 
they had many friends, and others, in 
different places. Amongft thcfe were 
many poor peffbns; and, therefore, fuch 
of the nobility and gentry^ as were of 
that perfuafion, * not being able in this 
"^'perfecuted ftate, to relieve the wants of 
their fuffering brethren, applied for help 
to all the Unitarian churches in foreign 
parts. They knew, that in England a 
few families only had imbibed thefc 
fentiments ; yet they fent a letter to en- 
treat affiftancc ; and Mr. Firmin procured 
contributions from fome whom he knew 
to be well affefted to them. And though 
no brief was granted, colIcAions were 
made in a few of the churches, which 

* Life of Mr. Firmin, page 23. 
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evidenced a liberality of mind, in thofe 
who encouraged them, very feldom to 
be met with in that age of bigotry. 
Mr. Firmin pojOfefled this generofity of 
' foul in an eminent degree. It was with- 
out doubt natural for him to affift the 
perfecuted Unitarians; but about twen- 
ty years after, he had an opportunity of 
giving a remarkable proof of the un- 
bounded extent of his charity. 

In 1 68 1, King Charles granted a brief 
to another fort of Folonian fufferers, who 
aUb were Proteftants. They had permitted 
the Unitarians to be baniftied, when it 
would have been effcftually prevented, 
had but one of their deputies protefted 
againft it in the Diet (or general aflembly 
of the ftates) for perfeft unanimity is 
'indifpenfably neceffary amongft the Poles 
to render any decree valid. The other 
Proteftants thus willingly permitted, and 
even promoted that edi^ by which the 
Unitarians were fentcnced to banifbment, 
and the natural confequence of the lofs 
of fo large and refpeftable a body was 
•the weakening the reformed intereft to 
fuch a degree as enabled the Papifts 
almoft effedtually to ruin it. The Cal- 
vinifts and Lutherans would not have loft 

their 



their liberty and their country, had they 
not voted themfclves out of both, when 
they confented to the perfecution of the 
.Unitarians i for the various fefts, when 
united, formed too ftrong a' party for the 
Papifts to meddle with. 

Mr. Firmin, however, exerted himfelf 
togi ve them fupport und^r their troubles j 
and, as if he had forgotten the former 
injury which they had done his friends, 
or rather, influenced by thafe^ excellent 
precept of the Gofpel, not to render evil 
for evil, but to do gopd even to an enc- 
njy when in neceffity, he kindly affifted 
thcfe perfccuted perfecutors. The fum 
of five hundred and fixty-eight pounds 
was paid in to him. upon that account, be- 
fides one hundred and ten pounds, being 
the contribution of nine diflenting con- 
gregations *. It was much to, the ho- 
nour of the diffenters, that they were 
thus difpofed to affift foreign fuffercrs, 
when they themfclves had been lb fevere- 
ly harraffed and perfccuted, and their 
liberty was fo precarious. What en- 
abled them to bear thofc great ex- 
penfcs which they fuflained by the ejec- 

* Life, page 26« 
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*ion of their tfiiniflers, and the heavy 
fines, which were fronfi time to time laid 
hoth upon them and their hearers, was 
their extraordinary frugality and pru- 
deTice. They loved the intereft of reli- 
gion, and dedicated to the fervicc of that 
what their pofterity feem moft inclined 
to devote to expeniivefafliions andamufe- 
ments, a prevailing love of which will 
effeftually fupprefs and eradicate every 
noble, generous, and manly (entimcnt of 
the human heart. 

Thus various and impartial, extenfive 
and liberal were Mr. Firmin's charities. 
It may well be fuppofed that only the 
moft ftriking particulars of an aftive life, 
almoft entirely devoted to benevolent 
purpofes, could be recorded. There is, 
' however, one inftance more of his good-^ 
nefs, which deferves particular mention. 
When the money was called in, and there 
W2Li a very great fcarcity of current coin, 
that he might be able to continue his 
former charities, at a time when they 
were more needful than ever, he leflen- | 

ed his own expenfes by laying down his 



Life, page 77. 
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coach *. This, confidering his noble | 
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connexions, and the vaft bufincft which 
required his attendance at different places, 
was no fmall facrifice. If the admiration 
of tlie Reader be excited on a review of 
4b many afts of true and difinterefted be- 
nevolence, may that admiration tend 
to cherifli in his brcafl the fame godlike 
difpofitions ! 
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CHAP. VI. 



Mr. Firmin^s Sicknefs and Death. He is 

^ attended in his lafl Illnefs by Bijli...y 

'Fonvler^ of %vhom a Jhort Account is 

given. The Refpedt paid to Mr. Firmin^s 

Memory by Lady Clayton. Re/leCIions 

^ on his^Chara^ery with fome Extracts 

. from a Sermon preached on Occajion of 

, his Deceafe. 

THE ftiortnefs of human life has been 
a frequent fubjeft of complaint ; 
and thofe whofe vices have inclined them 
to infidelity, and difpofed them to feek 
for arguments, which might ferve to ex- 
cufe their contempt of religion, have 
alledged this as a reafon againft the doc- 
ti'ine of PiT>vidcnce. But it is a high 
degree of folly and prefumption to argue 
in this manner: wc are very incompe- 
tent judges of what in this cafe is right 
and fit. Wc may be ^fTured that the pe- 
riod allotted to us by the great Giver of 
life is fully fufficient for our performing 
all that ha expedts wc (hould do, A (hort 
G cxifteiice 
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cxiftcncc in this ftate is too long for 
thofc who are bent on wicked courfes ; 
mankind have no rcafon to wifli for their 
ftay in it. A life of labour and toil, of 
pain and forrow, which falls to the lot 
of many, cannot be very defirable. And 
with refpeft to the benevolent and vir- 
tuous, who are bleffings to their friends 
and to fociety, they are convinced that 
God cxpefts them to do no more good in 
the world J when he fees fit to take them 
out of it J and tliey have no caufe to re- 
pine at being foon called to receive the 
reward of their labours. Mankind, when 
they lanaent the lofs of fuch, ought not 
to refleft upon the Divine Wifdom, but 
learn to be wife themfelves; for there 
would not be fo much caufe to lament 
the removal of the good, if more would 
learn to imitate their worthy a£lions. 

-Dear and valuable as Mr. Firmin's life 
was, yet it could not reafonahly be ex- 
pefted,that it (hould extend much beyond 
the.'Common period allotted to mortality ; 
and, if thofe who loved him, fondly in- 
dulged fuch a hope, they were greatly 
difappointedjfor he did not reach feventy. 
His conftitution was naturally ftrong ^nd 
6xm ; but he had greatly weakened it by 

a conilant 
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a Conftant and unremitting attention to 
his many and various charitable employ- 
ments. He feemed to have adopted the 
maxims of the excellent Biflhiop Cumber- 
Jand^ who lived to be eighty-feven, and 
could not, even in his very laft month, be did 
fuaded from undertaking fatigue's though 
fupcrior to his ftrength, his anfwer and 
refolution was, " I will do my duty as 
'^ long as I can :" and when his friends 
reprefentcd *to him, that fo much ftudy 
and labour would injure his health, his 
ufnal reply ' was, " A man had better 
*^ wear out, than ruft out." 

^'Mr. Firmin was fometimcs liable to 
" jaundices, often afflidled with cholics, 
" and was fcarcely ever without a cough, 
" for his lungs had been long ptylical. 
" He would often return home fo tired 
'* and depreffed in hisfpirits, that hispulfe 
" were fcarcely tobe felt, or Very languid; 
*' and he would then take a little reft in 
*' his chair, but foon ftart up out of it 
'< and appear very lively in company, ef- 
" pecially where aiiy good was to be 
« done. The more immediate caufe of 
^' his death was a fever which feized his 
** fpirits^ beginning with a chillnefs and 
" fhivcring, and then a heat enfued. He 
G 2 " was 
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" was at the fame time afflided both in 
*' his lungs, with a great (hortncfs of 
" breath, not having flrength to expefto- 
" rate, and alfo with fucli terrible pains 
** in his bo\yels that for many hours 
^*. nothing could be made to pafs through 
*' him. He had alfo for many years been 
^^ troubled with a large rupture, all 
" which made his ficknefs very fhort. He 
" had wiflied in his lifetime that he 
" might not lie above two -days on a 
'' dying bed ; God granted to him his 
*' defirc, he lay not fo long by eight hours, 
*^ and December 20th, about two of the 
*^ o^clock in the morning, anno dom. 1697, 
« he died.'' 

During his lalt illnefs he was vifited 
by his moft dear friend Biftiop Fowler ; 
hut on account of the extreme violence 
of his pains, he could hold but little con- 
verfe with him. What did pafs between 
them his Lordftiip made known under 
his own hand, and was as follows. " Mr, 
*'- Firmin told me he was now going : 
« and I truft,'' faid he, " God will not 
'^ condemn me to worfe company than I 
" have loved and ufed in the prefentJife." 
I replied, >' That he had been an ^extra- 
" ordinary example of charity, the poor 

"had 
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" had a wonderful blefling in you: I 
" doubt not thefc wrorks will follow you, 
" if you have no expcdtation from the 
** merit of them, but rely on the infinite 
** goodhefs of God, and the merits of our 
** Saviour." Here he anfwcred " I do fo : 
^* and I fay in the words of my Saviour, 
*' IVhen I have done all^ I am hut an unpro- 
^^ fit able fervant. He was in fuch an agony 
" of body for want of breath, that I did 
" not think fit to fpeak more to him, but 
" only to give him afliirance of my earn- 
" eft prayers for him, while he remained 
" in this world.^ Then I took a folema 
" and affc^flion^te farewel of him, and he 
"ofme*." 

"It 

* Bilkop Fowler was a man well defcrving particu- 
lar notice in a life of Mr. Firmin *. He was born in 
the year 1632, at Wefterfeigh in Gloucefterftiirc, and 
received his grammar learning at the college fchodl 
in Gloucefter. In 1650, he became clerk of Corpus 
Chrifti College in Oxford, of which he was admitted 
as a chaplain three years after, being very ready and 
fluent in extemporary prayer. On Bartholomew 
day, 1662, he was ejedcd from the re<5tory of North- 
all in Bedfordlhire, to which he had been prefentcd 
by the Countefs of Kent f . However, not being will- 
ing to lie in filence and obf<?urity, he endeavoured to 

* Life, page 81 — 3. 
f Nonconiorouil's Memorial, vol, L page 225, 

G J conquer 



( ijo ) 

•" It is ufual to conclude li^cs with a 
*' charaftcr of the pcrfons, both as to 
*' their bodies and the qualities of their 
" minds : therefore I muft further addL 
" Mr. Firailn was of alow ftature, well 
** Pf opbrtioned ^ his complexion fair and 

" bright J 

coHc^uer his fcruplcs ; and after a while, having- re- 
conciled himfeif to the impofed terms, he confonned 
and became a great ornament to the church. Hi« 
father, who was eminent b6th for minifierial abilities 
and labours, and his brother, who had a valuable liv- 
ing of three hundred pounds per ann. ahd ftiortencd 
his days by a clofe application to fludy, were both 
ejefted at the fame time *, and could never bring their 
confciences to fubmit to the ad of uniformity. But it 
does not appear that ever they cenfured him, who did 
comply : nor had they caufe, men of equal learning, 
piety, and integrity may fee the fame thing in different 
lights. Mr. Fowler having diftingui(hed himfeif by fomc 
excellent moral writings, Archbifliop Sheldon was dcli- 
rous of introducing him to the metropolis of the king- 
dom; and, therefore, in Auguft,i673, gave him the 
rcdory of All-hallows, Bread-Street. In 1675, he 
was made prebendary of Gloucefter ; and in March 
i68i, vicar of St. Giles, Cripplegate. 

In this refpeftable fituation he made himfeif very 
obnoxious to tl^e court and its adherents, by his fbre- 
nuous oppodtion to Popery. Some of his parilhioners 
alfo, in order to recommend themfelves to the higher 
powersj commenced an ill-natured profecution againft 

* Nonconformifl's Memorial, vol. I. page 549, 
and vol.' II. page 218. 
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^ bright ; his eye afld countenance lively^ 
'* his afpedt manly and proihifing fome* 
** what extraordinary, fo that a ftranger 
" might readily take him for a man of 
** good fenfe, worth, arid dignity. Walk- 
" ing or fitting he appeared more comely 

" than 

himt alledging that he wa» guilty of Whiggifm, and 
that he admitted to the communion excommunicated 
perfons, before they were abfolvcd ; and the matter 
being tried at Doctor's Commons, he was fufpended. 
This affront, however, did not intimidate him ; for he 
went on in the refolute performanqe of his duty, and 
was the fecond who iigned the refolution, into which 
many of the London clergy entered, not to read King 
James's declaration for liberty of confcicnce. On ac- 
count of this and his excellent writings, which did 
honour to the church and nation; he was preferred by 
King William, in 169 1, to the See of Glouceller, in 
which he cpntinued till his death, in Auguil I7i4» 
having reached his Sad year *. 

Biihop Fowler had the caufc of rational piety and 
practical religion much at heart ; and he thought the 
main defign of Chrillianity was to promote real holi- 
nefs. He was no zealot for mere outward forms ; and 
cxpofed himfelf to the rd^e of furious bigots, by wri- 
ting in defence of thofe divines, who were then ftyled 
Latitu3inarians. Thofe who wtre thus denominated, 
were accufed of Socinianifm, Atheifm, &c. for no 
other reafon than their explaining fome doctrines in a 
manner lefs myllerious than had been ufual amongft 
divines^ and^ alfo bccaufe they were ready to facrifice 

* Biographical Di<fHonary, Ai:(iclc Fowler. 
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^ than ftanding ftil) ; for his mien and 
*^ a£tion gave agracefulncfsto his perfon. 
"The endowments, inclinations, and 
" qualities of his mind, the reader may 
*' form a judgment of from the account 
** which hath been given of his life. It 
*' appears that he was quick -of apprc- 
^ henfion and difpatch^ and yet almoft in- 
** defatigably induftrious, properties that 
" very rarely meet in the fame man. He" 
" was befidcs inquifitive and very inge- 
" nious, he had a third after knowledge, 
" and the quiekncfs of his underftanding 
" enabled him to acquire it in a large de- 
** gree, with but little labour. He could 
" not diffemblc ; on the contrary, his 
^ love or anger, his liking or diilike^ 
" might be eafily perceived. In both thefe 
" refpcfts he was rather too open, but open- 
^« nefs is the cfFed: of fincerity and thear- 
*' gument of an honeft mind. He never 
*' proudly afFefted the notice of others, 

. a few ceremonies and rites, confefledly indifferent iii 
their nature, rather than exclude from the church 
many excellent perfons, who fcruplcd to fubrait to the 
impofition of them. Bifhop Fowler was a learned ad- 
vocate for the do£trine of the Trinity. The mutual 
eileem between him and Mr. Firm in arofe from, the 
warm love which they both had for real piety and 
£oodnefi wherever found. 

** whether 
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*^ whether above or below him, which 
^' feems a good proof that his charities 
^' did not proceed from any affectation of 
*' honour or glory amongft men, but from 
" the love of God, and his afflifted brother. 
" He was naturally facetious, but he 
" valued judgment rather than wit. He 
"was neither prefbming or over bold, 
" nor yet timorous; a little prone to an- 
^* ger, but never exceflive in it either as 
" to meafure or time. Being well aflured 
" in himfelf of his own intregrity, he 
*^ heard without uneafinefs the calumnies 
'' which fome malicious perfons had pro- 
" pagated concerning him, only he was 
'^ forry that men fliould be (6 wicked and 
" raih as to invent or report falfehoodsand 
*' lies merely to gratify a malignant or 
" envious difpofition *.^^ 

^e had often fignified, that it wasr his 
defirc to be buried in Clirift Chitrch 
Hofpital, the interefts of which charitable 
inftitutibn he appeared to have much at 
heart when living. In compliance with 
this his ^efire, he was interred in the 
cloyfters of that Hofpital, andhis relatives 

* Life, p. 83, — 4. The above quotation Is not 
Hr'u^ly literal, a few alterations were made with a view 
to convey the fame fenfc the more 'clearly. 

G 5" ercfted 



( 154 ) 

crcfted a marble to his memory, with 
the following infcriptibn. 

UNDER that fionc^ near this placCy 
lyeth the body of Thomas Firmin, late 
Citizen of London^ aGovernour of this and 

' St. Thomases Hofpital ; who by the Grace 
of Cod ^ was created in Chrift ^efus unto 
good worksy wherein he was indefatigably 
indujlriousy and fuccefs fully pr&voked many 
4)thers thereto^ becoming alfo their Almo-- 
ner^ vijiting and relieving the Poor at their 
Houfesy and in prifons^ whence alfo he re^ 
deemed many. He fet many hundreds of 
them at work^ to the expending of great 

Jlocks : he rebuilt^ repaired^ and^added con- 
veniences to Hofpitalsy weekly overfeeing 
the Orphans. The Refugees from France^ 
and from Ireland^ have partaken largely^ 
the effeds of his Charity^ Pains^ and ear- 
neji Solicitations for them. He was won- 
derfully Zealous in every good IVorh^ be- 

. yond the Example cf any in our age. Thus 
Jhewed he his Faith by 'his fVorks^ and 
cannot reqfonably be reproached for that 
which, brought forth fuck plenty of Good 
Fruits. 

He died Dec. 20, 1697, and in the 66th 
y^ar of his ^ge *. 

* Life, p. 89, 90, Lady 
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Lady Clayton had fo great a rcfpcfit 
for his memory, that, with the concur- 
rence of Sir Robert, flie ereftcd a hand- 
fome monument in their garden at Mar- 
den in Surry, in a walk called Mr. Fir-- 
tnin's IValh^ he being the perfbn who 
had planned it. This monument is a 
marble pillar, about eight feet high, 
with an urn and flowers growing out of 
the top of, it, with this moto, FlorefcH 
funerc virtus, there is aJfo a marble tabic 
fixed to one fide of the pillar, with the- 
following infcription. 

To perpetuate {as far as Marble and 
Love can do it J the Memory, of Thomas 
Firmin Citizen of London. 

None ever paffed the fever al periods of 
Human Life more irreproachably ^ or per- 
firmed the common Duties of Society with 
greater fincerity and approbation. Though 
it appears^ by his public fpirit^ that he 
thought himf elf born rather for the Benefit 
of others^ than his ovm private Advan- 
tage ; yet the fatisfa^ion of doing Good^ 
and the univerfal efteem of honejl men^ 
made him the happiefl perfon in the tnoHd: 
But his Charity (which was not conjfned 

to 
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id any Nation, SeCfy or Party) is mofi- 
worthy thy Imitation^ at leaji in Jome De- 
gree, Reader ! He was as liberal of his 
cwny as faithful in diflributing the pious 
Donations of others whom he fuccefsfidfy 
'perfuaded to relieve the difireffed, par^ 
iicularly the laborious poor ; for (^vagrant, 
idle, and infolent Beggars, he was no ad- 
vocate nor encourager. His agreeable 
H'emper rendered him cm extraordinary 
iorver of Gardens, he contrived this fValk, 
:whi€h bears his Name, and where his im- 
proving Converfation and Example areflill 
remembered. But Jince Heaven has better 
dijpofed of him, this Pillar is creeled to 
, Charity and Friendjhip by Sir Robert Clay-- 
ton, and, Martha his Lady, who firfl build- 
ed and planted in Marden. 

Bom at Ipfwichy in Suffolk. 
Buried in Chrift Church Hofpital Londonm. 

Gardening was the amufement in 
which Mr. Firmin chiefly delighted. 
The author of his life fays " He culti- 
^ vated a piece of ground at Hoxton, not 
" a mile from London, where he raifcd 
^' flowers, and in time attained no fmall 
** flcil! in the art of gardening, in the 
♦^ culture of flowers, herbs, greens, and 
. ■' ' i' fruit 
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•** fruit trees of all forts. I have often 
" borne him company to his garden ; but 
** either going, or coming back, he ufed 
" often to vilit the poor and fick : this 
^' was one of Mr^ Biddle's leffons, that 
''4t is a duty not only to relieve, but 
^' to vifit the fick aixl poor ; bccauft 
*^ they arc hereby encouraged and com- 
" forted, and we come to know more of 
'^^ what nature and degree their ftraits 
'* are, and that fome are more worthy 
^' of affiftance than others; and their con- 
" dition being known, fometimes we are 
"- able to affift them by our counfel, or 
** our intcreft, much more effeftually 
" than by the charity we do or can be- 
^ ftow upon them *• 

" Such were the general Endeavours and 
^' performances of Mr. Firmin's life. 
^' The particulars under each general 
*' head were (6 numerous, that to relate 
" them all would perhaps tire both the 
" Reader and the Writer. We Tiave taken 
*' a view, though but an imperfeft one, of 
" a perfon of middle extraftion and flcn- 
*' der beginnings, who raifed himfelf to 
" the honour of a very great number of 

* Lift, p. lo, 
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^^ jlluftrious friendftups, and to stn afflu- 
" *^ ence of worldly Xvcalth ; to which 
" when he had attained by induftry, 
^ integrity, and worth, like our Saviour, 
" he went about doing good. In refpcfl: 
*' of his endeavours in all kinds of cba- 
^' rity, he may defervedly be called the 
*' Father of the Poor^ and with regard ta 
" the Irifli and French refugees, theMnuh- 
" tier of England, The Divine hand had 
" qualified him to do much good, him- 
** (elf fought out the objefts and occa- 
*' fions for it, and delighted in the work. 
** And he did it with fo much diligence 
" and application that he might even 
" have faid with our Saviour, my meat is 
" to do the will of him thoit fent me ; and 
^^tofini/hhis Work. 

" The Jcfuit, who affifted the late fa- 
. " mous Marflial Luxemburgh in his laft 
*' hours, thought he might well put this 
** queftion to him: Well, Sir, tell me, 
" had you not rather now to have given 
^' one alms to a poor man, in his diftreft 
^' for God's fake, than to have won fo 
" many vidtorie^ in the field of battle ? 
** the Marftial confefled he ftiould now 
" choofe the former, feeing nothing will 
*' avail any man, in the eternal worlds 

•*but 
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•* but only the adtions of charity, • or 
*' of juftice and piety. The confeflbr 
*' doth not feem to have been imperti- 
" nent in the queftion ; for in our ferious 
^' laft hours we (hall all be fenfible, 
" and be likewife ready to confeis, that 
'' we were wife only in that part of our 
*' life which was laid out in the duties 
'' either of humanity towards men, or 
'*" piety towards God. The Craffi and 
*^ Craefi, the Hannibals andLuxemburghs, 
" thfe moft confpicuous for wealth or mi- 
^' litary glory, how gladly would they in 
*' their expiring moments, exchangeall the 
" fruits of their ambition, for fome part 
*^ of our Firmin's toil and labour for the 
^ poor, and the deferving. Is it for 
*' want of faith or of con/ideration^ that 
"we are fo better pleafcd with read- 
" ing the afts of the Alexanders, the , 
" Charlemains, and other falfe heroes, 
" than thofe of perfons who have been 
" exemplary for juftice, beneficence or 
"devotion, and are now triumphant in 
^ heaven on the account of thofe fcrvices 
^ to God and to men ? , but fo it is, either 
" bccaufe we are not Chriftians or be- 
*' caufe we 2iXCy fools; we are, commonly 

" fpeaking. 



( »6o ) 

*' fpcaking, better pleafed with the fons bf 
" earth than of heaven */' 

It is to be hoped, that the Readers of 
Mr. Firmin's life, whoever they may be, 
will learn to value and to imitate fo ex- 
alted a charader, and be confirmed and 
ftrengthened in the beft and worthieft 
difpofitions, efpecially in humanity, and 
charity. Mr. Firmin affords the bcft 
example on record to young tradefinen. 
Such may learn whatvaft fervice one of 
but fmall fortune was capable of doing, 
by driving to merit the acquaintance oC 
fuch perfons of rank and eminence as 
were enabled and difpofed to do good. 
Many, who have fufficient wealth to ren- 
der them cxtenfively and eminently ufc- 
fiil to their fellow creatures, would be 
really fo, did fomc aftive perfons of 
known ability and integrity ftir them up 
to it by their examples and folicitations : 
Mr. Firmin was a great mafter of the 
art of perfuafion. He poflefled a con- 
fiderable degree of prudence as wfejl as 
wit and addrefs, and knew how to choofe 
the mollia temporafandi^ the fitted feafons 
for fpeaking, and when he Ipoke, he ap- 

* Life, p. 77,'— 9, the quotation is not quite literal, 
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plied himfelf to thofe pafEons of the per- 
ion whom he folicitcd which could moft 
efFeftually be wrought upon. He once 
went to afk a citizen of the higheft rank, 
for his charity towards rebuilding St. 
Thomas's hofpital, and petitioned him 
for no lefs than one hundred pounds. 
This citizen having been fome way or 
other difobliged by the governors of the 
hofpital, refufed to fubfcribe any thing. 
But Mr. Firniin feeing him one day in 
company with fome friends, whom he 
refpedted, and by whom he was willing 
to be refpe<9:ed, and alfo finding that he 
was in a very good humour, be again 
renewed his requefl, and by this well 
timed application obtained the whole 
fum which he had defired *. To his 
pcrfonal folicitations he was fometimea 
forced to add letters; and frequently 
fuccecded beft by the arguments there 
made ufe of. It appears, by one of his 
books, dated 1679, that he had received 
the fum of five hundred and twenty 
pounds from feventy-two pcrfons, and i» 
the year 16 81, the fum of five hundred 
tnd thirty-two pounds from forty-thre€ 

"^ Life, p. 47. 
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pcrfons. All thcfc were to be treated 
with privately, as opportunity offered; 
which required much time, caution, in- 
duftry and difcretion, which laid out on 
his own bufinefs muft have been of vaft 
private advantage. Mr. Firmin might 
much more eafily have been one of the 
great men of the world, ^ than almoner 
general for the poor and the hofpitals *. 
Thus it was, that, though he was a 
great mafter of the art of perfuafion, his 
aftioris always" fpoke with more elo- 
quence and force than his words; and 
as he never thought any thing, which be 
could fay or do, was too much, when 
charity was the fubjeft, he met with un- 
common fuccefs in his applications. But 
Icffons of benevolence and humanity arc 
not the only ones which we may learn 
from a review of Mr. Firmin's charafi'er. 
What was it which made him fo aftivc, 
fo ufefulj and fo exemplary ? it was a 
principle of religion. The feelings, 
natural to the human heart, may excite a 
man to relieve, a diftrefled objeft, who ' 
appears in view ; but to be inccflantly 
feeking out for fuch, and labouring for 

* Lift p. 48. ^ 
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their good, to facrifice not only riches, 
but alfo many of the comforts of life, 
to wafte the ftrength and health in the 
fcrvice of ftrangers and foreignei^, thefe 
are ad:ions which clearly prove that the 
mind is aftuated by religious motives. 
And what religion is fo well adapted to 
render 'a man unwearied in well doing 
as the religion of Jefus ? and what more 
excellent definition can be given of re- 
ligion than that which we have in one 
of the facred Writers ? Pure religion and 
undejiled before God and the Father is thisy 
to vi/it the Fatherlefs and ff^idovjs in their 
affliction^ and to keep himfelfunfpotted from 
the "world *• The excellent nature and 
happy tendency of this religion Mr. Fir- 
min underftood and felt; and he was un- 
wearied in his endeavours to promote 
the knowledge of it in its purity and the 
praftice of it in its fullcft extent. And 
what but a fecret love to vice, of fomc 
one vice at leaft, or a moft unaccount- 
able turn of mind can render any perfon, 
who loves his' fellow creatures, an enemy 
to the Gofpel of JefusXhrift? this Gof- 
pel contains the moll excellent rules ; 

* Jatnen, i. 47. 
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it fets before us the moft pcrfed ex- 
ample ; and the rewards which are pro- 
xnifed to a patient continuance in well- 
doing, afford the moft powerful motives 
which can be offered, to raife in the 
human heart the warmeft regard to 
every thing great and noble. The 
charafters, which have been formed upon 
the Gofpel model, will appear upon ex- 
amination to have been the moft uni- 
formly good and ufeful which have ever 
been exhibited to the world. And the 
review of fuch a charader as Mr. Fir- 
min's cannot fail of exciting in every 
virtuous mind, an increafing love and re- 
verence for that religion, which laid the 
foundation of fo many worthy and gene- 
rous deeds. 

If any, who read his life, (hould be in- 
clined to think unfavourably of Mr. Fir- 
mi n on account of his religious fenti- 
ments, (which, on fome controverted 
points, were very different from thofe 
contained in the creeds and confeffions 
generally ftyled orthodox) let them only 
lay afide their prejudices in favour of a 
particular fyftem, and they will fee and 
acknowledge his worth. Some, who ftyle 
themfelves minifters of the Gofpel of 

peace, 
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peace, will yet take upon them in mod 
of their public difcourfcs, rafhly to con- 
demn thofe, who cannot aflent to their 
explanations on doubtful and myfterious 
points. By this means many ferious and 
well difpofed perfons are led to think 
unfavourably, and to fpcak harfhly of 
thofe, who differ from them. It is to be 
lamented that the men, who arc zealous 
for controverted doftrines, about which 
there have been almoft endlefs difputes, 
(hould at the fame time be forgetful of 
this plain precept of their Redeemer, 
Judge not that ye be not judged^. Such 
may very properly be afeed in the lan- 
guage of the Apoftle Paul, fVho art thou 
that jiidgefl another marCs fervant f to his 
own mafler heftandeth or falleth'\. If men 
bring forth the fruits of righteoufnefs in 
their conduft and behaviour, how dare 
we to call in queftion the fmcerity of 
their faith? This is fctting up burfelves 
for judges of the heart, which is the fole 
prerogative of God. We may be affured, 
that He, being infinitely wife and good, 
though He may not fee fit to guard his 
creatures againft every miftake, yet will 

* Mat. vii* I. f Rom* xiv. 4. 

not 
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riot fuffer thofe, who appear fincercly 
defirous of knowing and doing his will 
tQ. fall into any fatal error *. A little 
acquaintance with the hiflory of religion, 
and with the worthy charafters of per- 
fons diiFering from each other in fpecu- 

lative 

♦ Very pertinent to this matter are the fcntimentt 
contained in 11 fcrmon occafioned by the death of Mr» 
Firmin, and affixed to his Life. It appears from the 
' title page to have been preached in the country ; but 
where, or by whom, it is not faid. In all probability it 
was delivered to fome little private fociety of Unita- 
rians, who might perhaps have ventured to hold ohc 
fecret meeting, that they might (Br up each other to . 
imitate the exupUencies of their departed friend, who 
had done their caufe fo much honour, and who was 
worthy of general imitation. Happy no doubt would 
they have thought themfelves, if the fpirit of the 
times had permitted their more publicly allembling. 
The text was veryfuitable to the occalion ; Luke, x. 
36, 37. U^Jtcb of ihefe thtee^ thlnkejl thou^ ivas 
neighbour to him that fell among the thieves? He an- 
fivereJ^ he thatjhe^ed mercy on him. f7?enfaiti JtfuSy 
go and do thou likeivifs. On thefe words the preacher 
made a number of ufeful and practical obfervations^^ 
of which the following may not oe improperly quoted. 
•* The caufe of fo great an averfion and difpleafure 
^* between the Samaritans and Jews, was difference 
** of religion. The Samaritans owned only the firil 
** ^ve books of Holy Scripture, namely the books 
" written by Mofes. As to the prophets, the books 
** of Solomon, the Pfahns of David, Job, the books 
«* of Kings and Chronicles, Nehemiah, Ezra, Ruth, 
** Eflher : thefe they received not as divine booh. 

** There 
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lative points, will tend to banifli all nar- 
row prejudices from the pious and good 
of every denomination, and they will 
learn to love one another with a pure 
heart fervently. Heaven is large enough 
to contain all the fincere friends of , truth 

and 

" Thcf c is no doubt that, in thcfc matters, the Sama- 
*' ritans were to blame, and Were in the wrong; the 
*• Jews had the advantage in all points that were con- 
" troverted between them and the Samaritans. Nay 
** farther, the Samaritans miftook even about the ob- 
'* je£l of worftiip, God. Their notions or apprehen- 
** fions of God, fcem to have been confufed and un- 
'* certain. The)' arc the words of our Saviour, John 
** iv, 21, Tc (ye Samaritans) know not what ye wor^ 
^^Jhip ; w^ (we Jews) know what we worjhip. The 
*' error then of the Samaritans coniifted, not only in 
** refufing diverfc books, belonging td the Old Tefta- 
*' mcnt, but their conceptions or opinions concerning 
*' God were not clear or true. Ye know not, fays our 
*' Saviour, what ye worihip ; that is, ye know not 
** God : fome knowledge ye have of him, but ye know 
** him not riehtly : it is an obfcure, confufed, and 
** for the moft part of it, a miflaken knowledge that 
" ye have of him. 

*' Of this nation, and of this religion, was the per- 
•' fon whom our text fo much commends. This is he 
*• of whom our Saviour fays her«, he was the true 
*' neighbour ; the perfon whom the law of God in- 
** tends when it fays, Thoujhalt love thy neighbour as 
•* thyfelf. He was not « Jew, that is, he was not of 
*• the true church of God : he owned but a fmall 
** part of Holy Scriptures, difowning the far greater 
** part of the Divme Word. His knowledge of the 

" objca 
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aad virtue; and however fuch may dif- 
fer in lefler matters, their views are all 
direfted to the fame end, and they are 
all going to the fame place. Mr. Firmin 
thus hiimble, though at the fame time . 
with a rational confidence, exprcffed 

his 

*< objed of worlhip, of God, was fd imperfeA, uncer- 
** tain and confufcd, that our- Saviour himfclf pro- 
*' nounces, the men of that religion knew not Ood. 
« But with all thefc infelicities he was a doer of ^ood| 
*< a lover of men, adorned with beneficent, chantable 
•* principles. Not carried away by the common 
** and general example, whether of the Samaritans 
** or Jews, to hate others merely for their religion,* 
*« open handed and well afFeded to men as men. SueK 
*' a one, fays our Saviour in this text, is to be ac- 
** counted a neighbour, he belongs to that charge 
*« and law of God, thou Jhalt lw)e thy neighhonr as 
** ^hfilf* A Levite, or Prieft, though he is a mini- 
«* fter of God Moft High, may lefs deferve the be- 
*' nefit of that law ; he may not have fo good a claim 
*' to it, as a man of s^far country, and another rcU- 
*' gion ; the good man, the doer of good, is that 
*^ peribn who only can challenge it as his right, to be 
•* loved as ourfelves. Give me leave to make thefc 
" few (hort remarks hereupon. 

ift. " Our moft bleffed Saviour prefers here the 
*' Samaritan before the Levite, and the Prieft ; the 
*^ doer of good before the man of right faith or true 
<< opinions : the reafon is a man's faith, his right fe£t 
** or way of religion, why, it is a defireable thing, a 
** valuable felicity ; but it docs goodto nobody but to 
*♦ the perfon himfelf. If I hold the true rehgion in 
** all rcfpefts, fo as not tomiftake fo much as in one 

*' point ; 
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his hopes of happinefs in his expiring 
moments ; " I truft (faid he) that God 
*^ will not condemn me to worfe com- 
" pany than I have loved and ufed in the 
" prefent life/' His delight had been in 
the company and converfe of the excel-, 
• lent 

** point: what is the world", what is my neighbour 
•** the better for my great and exa6J: knowledge and 

** fkill? But if, like the Samaritan in this text, I am 
' ** a lover of men, a doer of good, op«n handed ; or 

** if I cannot do fo, yet open hearted ; a great many 

** others onetime or other fhall be the better for this. 

« We cannot reafonably wonder that God efteems a 

* * virtue which is ufeful to many, before a right faith , or 
** true knowledge, which are not a common and gcnc- 
** ral good, as the doing of good is. 

«* id. Again I take notice, it is not indeed in every 

* * one's powers to do, as this Samaritan, to relieve the * 
*' poor or diftrefled in their wants, or to encourage the . 
*' worthy and deferving in theirexcellent endeavours. 
** But though few of us have the Samaritan's purfc, irll 
*' may, and (hould, have his fpirit. We can all of us 
** countenance, and be of party with the wall deferving ; 

l» ** and the poor we can all of us help by our counfel, 

[ ** favour, good looks and good words. There is no 

j . *' commandment of God but all perfons may cam 
I ** the recompence that belongs to it; for all of us can 

f *' perform it either in a6t, or by approving, apjilaud- 

\ *' ing' and favouring it. I make the deed of this 

I " Samaritan, nay all the beft deeds of all other public 

** fpirited, well-difpofed men to be mine, if wanting* 
^ *' their wealth or their opportunities, I efteem the 

\ *♦ perfons for their adions, the men for what thev dio^ 

H "ot 
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lent ,of the earth, and fuch he hoped 
would be his companions through eter- 
nity. 

How rational, and at the fame time 
how noble and exalted, are the views 
arid profpeds of a fmcere chriftian ! If it 

be 

^ ** or have done. The firft beginnings of excellent 
** virtue of whatfoever kind, are ufually in our appro- 
** bation of thefe kind of anions. 

•« 3d. Not the Lcvite, not the Prieft, fays our 
<* Saviour haye, but the Samaritan, the doer of good, 
*< is that neighbour whom by God's law thou art to 
*< love as thyfelf. It is true the Samaritan is of 
** another religion, he is fo overfeen as not to owu 
" fome books that are genuine parts of Holy 
*' Scripture : nay }ie has great miftakes about the ve^ 
*' object of worfhip, about the very perfon'of God; 
*' his conceptions of God arc fo confufed and uncer- 
** tain, that he worfhips he knows not well what. 
<« For all that I fay to thee, feeing he is an ufeful man, 
'« full' of good works, thou art to love him as thyfelf, 
** his fl range country or his miftaken religiori not- 
*' witbflanding. But here what fay fome men ? what, 
*' embrace a Samaritan, a heretic, a man of falfe 
*< religion? we have learned better things, and that 
«' from Holy Scripture, from the Wbrd of God itfelf. 
*' j4 man that is an heretic after the firft and fecoitd 
*' admonition rejeB^ 7//. iii. 10. that is, caft hinfi off, 
" have nothing to do with him, avoid him as a pefi. 
" ItMs too common among the contending parties of 
** chriilians, to take fcripture words and names, and 
*' having put them on the wrong perfori or fubje^t, 
*' to conclude prefently, we have confuted and 

<♦ fhameo 
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be indeed poffible for two or thre? in nn 
age, after having imbibed the celebraud 
Mr. Hume's principles, to quit th; world 
like their mafter. If this m.ight happen 
to be the cafe in a few,- a very few in- 
ftances, where, owing to moderate paf- 

fionSy. 

** Ihamedthem. A heretic, fays the ApofHe, rejefthim,. 
** caft him. off. Right ! But then let us mean what 
*' heretic he means. He means fadious perfons, 
** whether they be of a ri^ht or of a wrong opiniop 
*' in religion. To fay it in few words, herefy is bigotry, 
*' or fadion ; and heretic is a bigot, a fadious or tur- 
*■* Kulent perfon, whether fuch perfon happens to be 
** right or wrong in his opinions. Harefesfunt 
^^ placita nfehementias defenfa^ fays a moft learned 
*' critic : herefy is" any opinion, whether in philofophy,. 
*' religion, or politics, for which men contend too* 
** earneftly and fiercely. It is not then the truth or* 
*' falfehood of any opinion that makes it to be herefy ,: 
*' and the perfon that holds it a heretic, it is the ftir, 
** clamour, and buftlc made about it by any, that 
" makes the opinion herefy, and the man a heretjc r 
** concerning fuch men the Apoltle direds well,^ 
*' rejeSi them after having admoniflied them once 
** and again of their dangerous warmth, avoid them» 
** have no more to do with them. B«t as for others 
*' who arc miftaken, that is, we think they are miftaken 
♦* in their dodrines, the charge concerning them is 
* * not to rejc(^ them or avoid them. On the contrary, wc 
** are cautioned not to judge them, not to condemn 
** them ; and for th's reafon, bccaufe they erring con- 
** fcientioufly, God receives them, God accepts them, 
*' God will uphold them. Rom. adv. 4. In ihort, 
H a "they. 
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fions, or few temptations, no atrocious 
afts have been committed to alarm the 
confciencc in a dying hour ; fuppofing 
that fuch an one, not having formed the 
dear and tender connexions of a hufband 
and a father, might be able to quit life 
with a calm indifference ; yet as we are 
all liable to be drawn afide fo as to com- , 
mit vices injurious to our own peace and 
the good order of fociety,^ muft not the 
reftraints.of religion be very ufeful? if 
an effedtionate wife^ a venerable parent, 
or a train of little helplefs innocents, over 
whom his heart yearns with the fohdeft 
afFc£lion, attend the bed of an expiring 
mortal ; if fuch weep over hfs Janguifli- 
ing body, and witl\ all the eloquence of 

*' they fay a heretic is to be r6je<^ed. I aafwer yci, 
** every bigot, every turbulent perfoiii evciy fire- 
•* brand, of whatfoevtr fed orperfuafion. But for 
** heretics that arc commonly fo mifcalled, that is, 
*' perfons erring in dodrine, it will but ill become us 
*' to reject them when the Holy Scriptures affure us in 
** exprefs terms that God accej>ts them/* Thefe ob- 
fervations were much more jufi: and liberal, than they 
were common at the time of thiir being delivered ; and 
though it is to be hoped that a much better fpirit pre^- 
vails now, yet leflbns of charity and moderation can 
hardly be too often inculcated. This may exctife the 
length of thequotation, which i»but an abridgement of 
the preacher's arguments^ 

griefj 
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grief, bemoan his approaching end, can 
he calmly confign them over to fate and 
chance, and no one knows what, or 
cheerfully welcome the approach of 
death, which will carry him he knows 
not whither ? • 

Oh Scepticifm ! poor and feeble muft 
be thy aid in fuch circumftances, iinlefs 
thy difciple have a h^art of ftone ! But 
Chriftianity affords the moft noble confo- 
lations at all feafons. The believer is 
perfuaded, that, though he leaves a help- 
lefs offspring, the Father of the univerfe 
will be their friend ; and as to.himfelf, he 
hath a good hope, that pleafures are in 
ftore for him much more fublime and 
noble -than this world can afford. In 
heaven the good are alTurcd not only of 
an eternal exemption from pain and for- 
row, but likewife of the fruition of evei-y 
thing, which can,adminifter joy to their 
fouls. As to the pleafures of fbciety and 
friendlhip they will undoubtedly enjoy 
therii in a moft exalted degree. All the 
children of God will then make but one 
family ; the pious and good (and amongft 
thefe may be reckoned the moft accom- 
pliflicd and learned of every age and of 

every 
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every country) will meet together in 
thofc bleft abodes. 

Renowned warriors, who .have fought^ 
not as ambition, but as the duty they 
owed to their country and to mankind | 
prompted them, will with . fatisfaftion ! 
review, and with pkafure recount their 
exploits ; philofophers, who ftudied the 
works of creation, with a dcfire of mani- 
fefting the divine wifdom, will be able to 
unfold all the lecrets of nature; and per- 
haps be conveyed (if they wifh it) as 
quick as thought from ftar to ftar, and 
from world to world. 

Poets, who have devoted their talents 
to ferve the interefts of virtue, will there 
tune the praifes of the Moft High on im- 
mortal lyres ; and the minifters and 
friends of religion, who have fincerely 
endeavoured to promot^ jufticc, purity^ 
benevolence and love, will there, with 
one hearf and with one foul, joiit ia 
thofc afcriptions of praife which are fo 
juftlyHue; To the King Eternal^ Immor- 
tal^ Itwi/ible^ the only fVife God; and to 
yefus the Prince of the Kings of the Earthy 
nvho loved us and ivafhed us from our fins 
in his own blood* 

Such 
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Such are the refle£lions, which 
naturally arife to the inind on contem- 
plating the feveral parts of his conduft, 
whofe Hfe is ,the fubjed: of this book. 
Happy will he bc^ who has attempted to 
fet before mankind fo fliining a pattern 
of difinterefled benevolence, and to re- 
vive the memory of one, in whom were 
united, to fuch a remarkable degree, the 
mod amiable and ufeful qualities, which 
can adorn humanity, if but one perfon 
be wrought upon to afpire after an imi- 
tation of thofe various excellencies, 
which joined in forming the charad:er of 

MR. THOMAS FIRMIN. 



THE END- 
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